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To 


The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 

The  County  Council  of  Dumfries. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I submit  herewith  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  condition  of  the  County  of  Dumfries  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1957.  There  is  included  a Report  on  the  School 
Health  Service  for  the  year  ended  31st  July,  1957. 

I should  like  to  record  my  gratitude  to  members  of  the 
County  Council  for  their  continued  interest  and  to  the  staff  of 
the  Health  Department  for  their  loyal  service  diming  the  year. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  K.  DRAINER, 

County  Medical  Officer. 
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REPORT 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  in  the 
County  Landward  and  Small  Burghs  at  the  middle  of  1957  is  as 


follows  : — 

(a)  County  Landward  ...  ...  ...  ...  45,420 

(b)  Small  Burghs — Annan  ...  ...  ...  5,033 

Sanquhar  ...  ...  ...  2,519 

Lochmaben  ...  ...  1,213 

Lockerbie  ...  ...  ...  2,668 

Moffat  ...  ...  ...  2,057 

Langholm  ...  ...  ...  2,365 


Total  61,275 


This  is  an  increase  of  742  as  compared  with  the  estimate  for  1956. 

Marriages. 

Five  hundred  and  fifty-nine  marriages  were  registered, 
giving  a marriage  rate  of  9.1  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

Births. 


The  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  were  : — 


(a)  County  Landward 

Total 

825 

Male 

413 

Female 

412 

Illegitimate 

32 

(b)  Small  Burghs  : — 
Annan  ... 

111 

57 

54 

6 

Sanquhar 

46 

24 

22 

4 

Lochmaben 

23 

12 

11 

— 

Lockerbie 

47 

24 

23 

2 

Moffat  ... 

24 

13 

11 

3 

Langholm 

34 

18 

16 

1 

Total  ... 


...  1110 


561 


549 


48 


2 


The  birth-rate  of  18.1  is  1.7  higher  than  the  figure  recorded  in 
1956  and  is,  indeed,  a higher  figure  than  for  mam'  years. 

Illegitimate  Births. 

Illegitimate  births  amounted  to  4.3  per  cent  of  the  total 
number  of  births. 


Still  Births. 

There  were  30  still-births,  giving  a still-birth  rate  of  26  per 

I, 000  total  births.  The  corresponding  Scottish  figure  was  23.7. 

Deaths. 

There  were  753  deaths  (385  males,  368  females)  during  the 
year.  The  death  rate,  adjusted  for  age  and  sex  distribution,  was 

II. 2,  the  highest  figure  since  1951. 

The  deaths  were  distributed  in  the  various  age  groups  as 
follows  : — 


Under  1 year  ... 

22 

From  1-4  years 

4 

5-9  

4 

10-14 

1 

15-24 

11 

25-34  

9 

35-44  

19 

45-54  

56 

55-64  

125 

65-74  

182 

75-84  

236 

85  years  and  over 

84 

The  commonest  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Diseases  of  the  heart 

• • • 

222 

Apoplexy 

152 

Cancer 

126 

Diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

31 

Diseases  of  the  digestive  system  ... 

29 

Road  accidents 

12 

Accidents  in  the  home 

8 

Infant  Mortality. 


There  were  22  deaths  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year, 
giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  20  per  1,000  live  births.  The 
corresponding  figure  for  Scotland  was  28.6. 

Of  these  deaths,  15  occurred  during  the  first  month  of  fife,  giving 
a neo-natal  mortality  rate  of  14.  The  peri-natal  death  rate  (still- 
births and  deaths  within  the  first  month  of  life)  was  40. 

The  certified  causes  of  death  and  the  ages  at  death  of  the 
22  children  were  : — 


at  Death. 

Cause  of  Death. 

11  months  ... 

Acute  laryngo-bronchitis. 

1 day 

Suprarenal  haemorrhage. 

3 weeks 

Congenital  heart  disease. 

1 day 

Extreme  prematurity. 

8 hours 

Extreme  prematurity. 

3 days 

Bilateral  suprarenal  haemorrhage. 

4 days 

Scleroma  neonatorum  ; prematurity  multi 
pie  congenital  defects. 

1 day 

Bilateral  suprarenal  haemorrhage. 

9 days 

Prematurity  ; pneumonia. 

11  hours 

Extreme  prematurit}7  ; maternal  toxaemia 

19  hours 

Prematurity  ; pulmonary  atelectasis. 

8 months  . . . 

Respiratory  failure  during  anaesthetic. 

11  days 

Sigmoid  colon  volvulus. 

2 hours 

Suprarenal  haemorrhage.  Pleural  effusion 
pericardial  effusion. 

4 hours 

Atelectasis  ; Mongoloid  defective. 

8 months  ... 

Pneumonia. 

9 days 

Prematurity. 

1 month 

Asphyxia. 

1 hour 

Cleft  palate  (congenital). 

3 months  ... 

Broncho-pneumonia  ; pertussis. 

1 month 

Gastro-enteritis. 

5 months  ... 

Spastic  ; broncho- pneumonia. 
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The  decennial  averages  for  the  infant  mortality  rate  since 
1900  are  as  follows  : — 


1901-1910 94 

1911-1920  83 

1921-1930  72 

1931-1940  69 

1941-1950  51 

1951  45 

1952  24 

1953  22 

1954  29 

1955  24 

1956  18 

1957  20 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 

Six  persons  (3  males,  3 females)  died  of  respiratory  tubercu- 
losis. There  were  no  deaths  from  non-respiratory  forms  of  the 
disease. 


The  decennial  averages  since  1900  are  as  follows  : — 


1901-1910 

1911-1920 

1921-1930 

1931-1940 

1941-1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 


2.76 

1.38 

0.99 

0.59 

0.47 

0.17 

0.10 

0.15 

0.05 

0.13 

0.07 

0.10 


Deaths  from  Cancer. 

There  were  126  deaths  from  cancer  (58  males,  68  females) 
as  compared  with  111  in  the  previous  year. 

Included  in  these  deaths  were  20  ( 1 7 males,  3 females)  due  to 
cancer  of  the  lung.  This  group  comprises  malignant  neoplasms 
of  the  trachea,  bronclms  and  lung.  The  corresponding  figures  for 
the  previous  four  years  were  13,  8,  9,  11,  so  that  the  increase  is 
significant. 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1947. 

Part  III. 

1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(a)  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers. 

As  in  the  past,  ante-natal  care  was  given  in  domiciliary  cases 
by  all  the  district  nursing  sisters  under  the  general  supervision  of 
the  family  doctor.  Such  ante-natal  care  was  afforded  to  210 
mothers  and  723  visits  were  paid  to  them  by  the  district  nursing 
sisters  who  subsequently  attended  the  births  as  maternity  nurses. 

Three  ante-natal  clinics  are  held,  at  Annan,  Kirkconnel  and 
Langholm.  Medical  care  is  given  by  staff  from  Cresswell  Matern- 
ity Hospital  and  the  Council’s  nursing  staff  are  in  attendance. 
Most  mothers  attending  these  clinics  have  booked  to  be  confined 
in  hospital,  but  general  practitioners  may  refer  domiciliary  cases 
to  the  clinics  for  consultation. 

The  number  of  mothers  attending  the  ante-natal  clinics  and 
the  number  of  attendances  they  made  increased  considerably  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  numbers  of  attendances 
at  the  various  clinics  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Clinic 

Ir 

Ante -natal 

Post-natal 

First 

visits 

Subsequent 

visits 

Total 

First 

visits 

Subsequent 

visits 

Total 

Annan 

202 

816 

1018 

44 

140 

184 

Langholm  . . . 

26 

67 

93 

11 

11 

22 

Kelloholm  . . . 

136 

513 

649 

107 

19 

126 

Totals  for  1957 

364 

1396 

1760 

162 

170 

322 

Totals  for  1956 

360 

1218 

1583 

245 

53 

298 

(b)  Child  Welfare. 

A total  of  26,147  domiciliary  visits  were  made  to  children 
under  school  age.  In  addition,  8,467  attendances  were  made  at 
child  welfare  centres  throughout  the  County. 

New  child  welfare  centres  were  begun  during  the  year  at 
Ecclefechan,  Brydekirk  and  Annan.  An  additional  centre  was 
formed  at  Springbells,  Annan.  This  centre,  which  also  houses  the 
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ante-natal  clinic,  is  situated  in  a large  housing  area  that  Is  being 
developed  by  both  the  County  Council  and  the  Town  Council  of 
Annan. 

Attendances  at  the  various  centres  are  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 


CHILD  WELFARE  CLIXICS. 


Centre 

First 

visits 

Subsequent 

visits 

Total 

Annan  (Town  Hall) 
*(Springbells) 

103 

53 

1066 

356 

1169 

409 

*Canonbie... 

9 

166 

175 

Eastriggs 

41 

709 

750 

Gretna  ... 

53 

607 

660 

Langholm 

87 

1114 

1201 

Lockerbie 

43 

745 

788 

*Ecclefechan 

47 

170 

217 

*Brydekirk 

19 

45 

64 

Sanquhar 

60 

601 

661 

Kelloholm 

369 

1706 

2075 

Catherinefield  ... 

61 

237 

298 

Totals  for  1957  ... 

945 

7522 

8467 

Totals  for  1956  ... 

815 

6645 

7460 

* Clinics  started  during  1957. 

(c)  Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods. 


Welfare  foods  were  distributed  from  32  points  throughout  the 
County.  The  amounts  of  foods  distributed  were  as  follows  : — - 
National  dried  milk  ...  ...  39,090  tins. 

Cod  liver  oil  ...  ...  ...  4,599  bottles. 

Vitamin  tablets  ...  ...  ...  1,227  bottles. 

Orange  juice  ...  ...  ...  27,176  bottles. 

Once  more,  a debt  of  gratitude  is  due  to  the  voluntary 

workers  who,  in  all  but  eight  centres,  undertook  the  distribution 
of  welfare  foods. 


(d)  Care  of  Premature  Infants. 

No  special  provision  is  made  for  the  domiciliary  care  of 
premature  infants,  but  a close  liaison  exists  with  Cresswell 
Maternity  Hospital  so  that  premature  infants  can  be  admitted 
without  delay. 

(e)  Dental  Care. 

It  wras  not  possible  during  the  year  to  undertake  the  dental 
care  of  mothers  and  young  children. 

2.  Use  of  Clinic  Premises  by  General  Practitioners  and  Hospital 

Board  Staff. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  Council’s  clinic  premises  at  Kirk- 
connel,  Annan  and  Eastriggs,  were  used  by  general  practitioners 
and  the  medical  and  auxiliary  staffs  of  both  Hospital  Boards  of 
Management  in  the  area.  At  Sanquhar  the  Council’s  child  welfare 
centre  is  at  the  general  practitioner’s  surgery. 

3.  Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

Domiciliary  midwifery  was  practised  by  all  the  district 
nursing  sisters  though  none  was  called  upon  during  the  year  to 
take  sole  charge  of  a confinement.  One  mother  was  confined  by  a 
private  midwife. 

The  number  of  births  occurring  in  the  area  was  331.  Of 
these,  236  took  place  at  home  and  95  in  hospital  or  nursing  home. 
There  were  four  still-births  in  domiciliary  practice.  The  following 
table  shows  the  nature  of  attendance  at  domiciliary  confine- 
ments : — 


8 


9 


The  proportion  of  institutional  births  continues  to  rise  each 
year.  Of  the  1,100  births  assigned  to  Dumfriesshire,  78.8  per  cent 
took  place  in  hospital  and  21.2  per  cent  at  home.  The  correspond- 
ing figures  in  the  previous  year  were  75.9  and  24.1 

All  the  district  nursing  sisters  have  been  instructed  in  the  use 
of  gas  and  air  and  trilene  for  analgesia  in  childbirth.  All  nurses 
have  been  equipped  with  Minnitt  apparatus  for  the  administra- 
tion of  gas  and  air  analgesia  but  only  three  trilene  inhalers  have 
been  acquired  for  use  in  selected  areas.  It  is  hoped  to  acquire 
three  additional  inhalers  next  jmar. 

Analgesia  was  administered  in  domiciliary  cases  as  follows  : — 
Gas  and  an  analgesia  ...  ...  ...  196 

Trilene  analgesia  ...  ...  ...  40 

Pethidine...  ...  ...  ...  ...  93 

Maternity  outfits  were  supplied  during  the  year  to  all  mothers 
being  confined  at  home. 

There  were  no  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned 
during  the  year  under  Section  14(2)  of  the  Midwives’  (Scotland) 
Act,  1951. 

Three  members  of  the  nursing  staff  attended  a refresher 
course  for  midwives  and  district  nurses. 

4.  Health  Visiting. 

Health  visiting  in  the  rural  areas  is  carried  out  by  the  dist- 
rict nursing  sisters,  and  in  the  more  populous  areas  of  Kirkconnel, 
Annan,  Eastriggs,  and  Gretna,  by  full-time  health  visitors.  The 
work  of  the  tuberculosis  health  visitor  covers  the  whole  County. 

Home  visits  made  by  health  visitors  are  as  follows 


Expectant  Mothers  : — 

First  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  210 

Total  visits  .. . ...  ...  ...  723 

Children  under  1 year  : — 

First  visits  ...  ...  . ...  1,262 

Total  visits  .. . ...  ..  ...  12,061 

Children,  1-5  years  : — 

First  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,106 

Total  visits  .. . ...  ...  ...  14,088 

Patients  over  65  years  : — 

First  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  454 

Total  visits  .. . ...  ...  ...  986 
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5.  Home  Nursing. 

1.  Number  of  cases  attended  by  District  Nurses  in 

their  capacity  as  Home  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  2.627 

2.  Number  of  visits  paid  to  these  cases  ...  ...  29.088 

6.  Home  Help  Service. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Secretary  of  State  approved 
the  Council’s  formal  proposals  for  a scheme  of  domestic  assistance 
to  be  given  in  circumstances  of  household  difficulty  due  to  illness, 
old  age,  or  confinement.  By  the  end  of  the  year,  fifty  home  helps 
had  been  enrolled  and  ten  households  were  benefiting  from  the 
scheme. 

There  is  no  doubt  that,  in  time,  the  number  of  applicants  for 
the  services  of  a home  help  will  increase  greatly  and  that  the 
scheme  will  serve  a most  useful  function  in  the  community. 

7.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

As  in  past  years,  the  personal  approach  of  the  family  health 
visitor,  the  general  practitioner  and  members  of  the  medical  staff 
of  the  Health  Department  forms  the  main  fine  of  persuasion  for 
vaccination  and  immunisation. 


(a)  Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

The  numbers  of  vaccinations  recorded  were  as  shown  in  the 
following  table  : — 


Primary  vaccination 

Re -vaccination 

I m 

Successful 

No  reaction 

Successful 

No  reaction 

Born  in  the  year 

1957  j 452 

9 

1 

Aged  1-5  years  ...  246 

7 

11 

... 

Aged  over  5 years  52 

3 

37 

17 

(b)  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

During  the  year  1,028  children  were  fully  immunised  and,  in 
addition,  1,171  received  maintenance  inoculations  when  they 
entered  school  for  the  first  time.  It  was  not  necessary  to  curtail 
the  immunisation  programme  as  there  was  no  prevalence  of 
poliomyelitis  during  the  year. 
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Number  of  children  immuni- 

Number  of  children 

Year  of  Birth 

sed  for  the  first  time 

who  received  a 
maintenance  dose 

1 953  — 1957 

981 

5 

1952  or  earlier 

. : 47 

1166 

(c)  Vaccination  against  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus. 

In  spite  of  findings  published  by  the  Medical  Research 
Council  that  inoculations  against  diphtheria  and  whooping 
cough  should  be  grouped  separately,  it  was  decided  to  continue 
the  practice  of  giving  combined,  triple  vaccine  to  give  protection 
against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus. 

(d)  Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis. 

During  the  year  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  was  offered 
to  all  children  between  six  months  and  fifteen  years  of  age  and  to 
certain  groups  of  adults  specially  exposed  to  infection  by  the 
disease.  At  the  end  of  the  year  6,598  children  had  been  registered 
for  vaccination  and  6,341  had  been  fully  treated.  The  remainder 
were  awaiting  the  second  inoculation. 

(e)  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis. 

The  practice  of  offering  B.C.G.  vaccination  to  certain  groups 
of  the  population  as  a protection  against  tuberculosis  was  con- 
tinued during  the  year.  The  particulars  are  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 


Group 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

1 ! __ 

Negative 

Reactors 

Vacci 

nated 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Nurses  ... 

5 

5 

5 

Contacts 

...  : 40 

38 

37 

37 

58 

55 

School  leavers 

333 

394 

292 

332 

292 

332 

8.  Prevention,  Care  and  After-care. 

(a)  Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  were  very  similar  to  those  of  the 
previous  year.  The  policy  of  early  ascertainment  of  cases  has 
been  followed  most  actively  and  particularly  amongst  the  contacts 
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of  those  found  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease.  In  the  majority 
of  those  patients  the  disease  was  in  the  early,  treatable  stage,  so 
that  the  period  of  actual  treatment  was  relatively  short  and  the 
demands  on  hospital  beds  was  correspondingly  lessened.  Indeed, 
it  was  possible  during  the  year  to  devote  some  of  the  facilities  of 
the  sanatorium  to  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  non-tuberculous 
chest  diseases  and  to  look  forward  to  the  use  of  other  beds  for  the 
treatment  of  non-tuberculous  orthopaedic  conditions. 

M.  F. 

Number  of  cases  notified  as  suffering  from 

respiratory  tuberculosis  ...  ...  25  14 

Number  of  cases  notified  as  suffering  from 

non-respiratory  tuberculosis  ...  2 5 

27  19 

Cases  admitted  to  hospital  ...  ...  28  20 

Number  of  deaths  (respiratory) 3 3 

Number  of  respiratory  cases  on  register  187  183 

Number  of  non-respiratory  cases  on 

register  ...  ...  ...  •••  10  3< 

Domiciliary  visits  by  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor 
Number  of  persons  X-rayed  in  course  of  Moffat  Com- 
munity Survey 

During  the  year  a survey  was  undertaken  in  Moffat  by  a 
mobile  X-ray  unit  provided  by  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital 
Tuberculosis  Trust.  Each  child  at  Moffat  Academy  was  skin 
tested  with  tuberculin  and  those  found  to  give  a positive  re- 
action, indicating  previous  infection  with  tuberculosis,  were 
X-rayed. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-six  children  out  of  a school  roll 
of  371  were  so  examined  but  none  was  found  to  suffer  from  the 
disease.  At  the  same  tune  the  general  population  were  asked 
to  attend  for  X-ray  examination  of  the  chest,  and,  in  all.  1,358 
did  so.  No  person  was  found  to  suffer  from  tuberculosis  but  one 
patient  was  discovered  to  have  cancer  of  the  lung. 

One  of  the  staff  at  Lockerbie  Academy  developed  respiratory 
tuberculosis  and  it  was  thought  prudent  to  offer  special  examina- 
tion to  the  remainder  of  the  staff  and  all  girls  in  the  post-primary 
department  of  the  school.  In  all,  194  children  were  skin  tested 


Total. 

39 


46 

48 

6 

370 

53 

1 15S 

1358 
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and  of  these  31  were  x-rayed  at  Lochmaben  Sanatorium.  None 
of  the  children  was  found  to  suffer  from  tuberculosis  in  an  active 
form. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  28  patients  were  receiving  a supply 
of  free  milk.  As  in  previous  years,  shelter  huts  were  provided 
in  suitable  cases,  but  as  re-housing  continues,  the  necessity  for 
these  becomes  less.  All  housing  authorities  in  the  area  continue 
to  give  some  degree  of  priority  in  the  re-housing  of  tuberculous 
patients. 

(b)  Spastics  and  Epileptics. 

There  were  no  developments  during  the  year  in  the  services 
for  persons  suffering  from  epilepsy  or  cerebral  palsy. 

(c)  Home  Accidents. 

The  district  nursing  sisters,  health  visitors  and  members  of 
the  medical  staff  play  the  major  part  in  warning  against  the 
occurrence  of  accidents  in  the  home.  Lectures  on  the  subject 
were  delivered  to  various  organisations,  but  it  is  doubtful  if 
these  made  any  lasting  impression. 

(d)  Early  Ascertainment  of  Visual  Defects. 

A start  was  made  during  the  year  to  discover  defects  of  the 
e}re  in  young  children.  The  attention  of  health  visitors  was  drawn 
to  the  importance  of  referring  for  examination  cases  of  possible 
visual  defect  and  a test  for  visual  acuity  was  applied  to  school 
entrants.  The  work  proved  to  be  time-consuming. 

(e)  Smoking  and  Lung  Cancer. 

Steps  were  taken  to  emphasise  the  risks  involved  in  smoking. 
General  propaganda  has  been  put  out  in  the  form  of  posters  and 
leaflets  and  the  Director  of  Education  has  been  asked  to  impress 
upon  older  pupils  the  dangers  of  smoking. 

(f)  Chiropody. 

It  was  not  possible  during  the  year  to  extend  this  much 
appreciated  service.  It  is  hoped  that  chiropody  will  be  made 
available  to  old  people  in  Kirkconnel,  Lochmaben  and  Langholm 
in  the  course  of  the  next  year. 

(g)  Health  Education. 

A series  of  lectures  to  pupils  attending  schools  in  the  education 
area  was  given  by  the  Medical  Lecturer  of  the  Scottish  Council 
for  Health  Education.  Lectures  to  other  pre-formed  audiences 
were  undertaken  by  members  of  the  Council’s  medical  staff. 
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9.  Mental  Health. 

During  the  year,  six  persons  were  admitted  to  mental  hospitals 
at  the  instance  of  the  Authorised  Officers.  One  boarded-out 
lunatic  in  the  area,  who  was  supervised  by  officers  of  the  County 
Council  as  agents  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  died  during 
the  year. 

One  mental  defective  was  admitted  to  a certified  institution 
during  the  year.  Six  defectives  are  boarded-out  in  Dumfriesshire 
and  three  are  under  guardianship  outwith  the  County.  Twenty- 
five  mental  defectives,  whose  ordinary  residence  is  in  Dumfries- 
shire, are  presently  cared  for  in  certified  institutions. 

The  number  of  patients  from  Dumfriesshire  who  received 
treatment  at  Crichton  Royal  during  1957  were  as  follows  : 


Adults  : — 

1 . Admitted  as  voluntary  patients  

2.  Admitted  on  an  emergency  certificate  

3.  Admitted  as  certified  patients 

4.  Discharged 

Children  : — 

1.  Admitted  to  the  Department  of  Child  Psychiatry  ... 

2.  Discharged 


284 

24 

1 

241 


24 

20 


10.  Control  of  Communicable  Diseases. 

During  the  year,  203  notifications  of  communicable  diseases 
were  received.  The  details  are  given  in  the  following  table,  to- 
gether with  the  corresponding  figures  for  the  past  nine  years  for 
comparison  : — 


Infkctious  Dlskahb.s 
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The  patients  notified  as  suffering  from  poliomyelitis  were 
one  child  of  eight  and  an  adult  man.  In  both  cases  the  disease 
was  of  the  paralytic  type.  The  child,  who  probably  received  her 
infection  outwith  Dumfriesshire,  had  widespread  paralysis. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  the  numbers  of  notifications  of  dysen- 
tery do  not  represent  the  true  incidence  of  the  disease  which  was 
quite  prevalent  during  most  of  the  trear. 

Of  the  39  patients  suffering  from  whooping  cough,  at  least 
17  are  known  to  have  been  vaccinated  against  the  disease. 

The  most  notable  feature  concerning  the  communicable 
diseases  was  the  outbreak  of  Asian-type  influenza  which  began 
in  October.  The  disease  spread  rapidly  throughout  the  County 
and,  though  generally  of  a mild  character,  caused  considerable 
dislocation  in  the  community.  Many  of  the  schools  had  less  than 
half  the  number  of  children  in  attendance.  Suitable  vaccine  was 
distributed  to  priority  classes  but  it  is  doubtful  if  this  measure 
was  effective. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

1.  Section  21 — Residential  Accommodation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  particulars  of  persons  afforded 
residential  accommodation  during  the  year  : — 


Rowant 

Hous( 

ree 

Notwen 

House 

Benreay 

M. 

F. 

c. 

M.  F. 

C. 

M. 

F. 

Number  of  residents  at  1/1/57 

18 

17 

4 

8 8 

... 

5 

11 

Number  of  admissions  during  the 

year 

12 

7 

6 

7 15 

11 

i 

3 

Number  of  discharges  during  the 

year 

14 

11 

9 

8 12 

11 

2 

8 

Number  of  residents  at  31/12/57  ... 

16 

13 

1 

7 11 

... 

4 

6 

Alterations  at  Benreay  to  provide  accommodation  for  an 
assistant  matron  were  begun  during  the  year  and  will  be  com- 
pleted early  in  1958. 

2.  Section  29 — Welfare  Services  for  the  Handicapped. 

Blind  Persons. — During  the  year  1 1 new  cases  of  blindness 
were  registered.  The  total  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  Register 
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at  the  end  of  the  year  was  90  (42  males,  48  females).  The  cases 
may  be  classified  as  follows  : — 


Attending  a school  for  the  blind 

...  5 

Employed  in  workshops  for  the  blind 

3 

Employed  as  “home  workers”... 

4 

Not  available  for  employment ... 

53 

Not  capable  of  work 

25 

Total  ... 

90 

The  County  Council  delegates  its  functions  in  regard  to  the 
welfare  of  the  blind  to  the  Mission  to  the  Outdoor  Blind. 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Persons. — The  welfare  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb  persons  is  delegated  to  Dumfries  and  Kirkcudbrightshire 
Mission  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

CHEMICAL  LABORATORY. 

During  the  year  a total  of  1,475  samples  were  submitted  for 
examination  at  the  chemical  laboratory.  Details  of  the  nature 
and  sources  of  these  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Table  showing  the  Number  and  Nature  of  Samples  analysed  during  the  year  1957. 
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Samples  received  during  the  poriod  1st  April  to  .‘list  December,  105 1 
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MILK  SUPPLIES. 

1.  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914. 

The  total  amount  of  milk  produced  in  the  County  during  the 
year  was  22,687,235  gallons  as  against  22,329,410  gallons  last  year. 
Of  this  amount  99.47%  was  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk  ; the  per- 
centage last  year  was  99.30%. 

Five  new  dairy  farms  were  registered,  and  fourteen  “Tubercu- 
lin Tested”  dairies  ceased  milk  production  during  the  year.  The 
total  number  of  producing  dairies  in  the  County  is  now  842,  nine 
less  than  last  year.  This  total  is  made  up  of  7 “Certified,”  827 
“Tuberculin  Tested,”  and  8 “Ordinary”  dairies.  The  “Ordinary” 
dairies,  which  all  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  dairy  bye- 
laws, are  small  dairies,  and  approaches  so  far  to  have  them  up- 
graded have  been  unsuccessful. 

The  number  of  mechanical  coolers  in  use  at  dairy  farms 
continues  to  increase,  but  owing  to  changes  in  staff  during  the 
year  the  exact  number  cannot  be  given. 

1,919  visits  were  made  to  dairy  farms  during  the  year,  as 
follows  : — 


Milk  (Spec.  Dea.) 

Scottish  Milk 

Routine 

Structural 

Orders 

Testing  Scheme 

Miscellaneous 

561 

235 

841 

103 

179 

The  three  creameries  in  the  County  operated  satisfactorily 
during  the  year,  but  the  method  adopted  for  the  sterilising  of 
road  tankers  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  Following  prolonged 
negotiations  with  the  management,  a new  can  washer  and  a 
modem  heat  exchanger  have  now  been  installed  at  Cowhill 
Creamery. 


2.  Retail  Milk  Supplies. 

The  total  number  of  milk  retailers  in  the  County  is  28,  which 
is  4 less  than  last  year.  Thirteen  of  this  number  are  producer 
retailers. 

Five  retailers  hold  “Certified”  licences,  and  two  producers 
who  do  not  retail  milk  themselves,  hold  “Certified”  licences  for 
the  purpose  of  producing  and  bottling  “Certified”  milk  for 
Edinburgh  and  Dumfriesshire  Dairy  Co.  Twenty-one  retailers 
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hold  “Tuberculin  Tested”  licences  and  there  Is  one  retailer  who  is 
in  the  “Ordinary”  category  but  receives  his  supply  from  a farm 
producing  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk. 

Regular  inspections  of  retail  premises  were  made  and  sterility 
rinses  taken  of  milk  bottles  and  plant.  The  results  of  all  inspections 
and  rinses  were  satisfactory. 

Ninety-two  samples  of  retail  milk  were  taken  during  the  year 
for  bacteriological  examination,  and  25  (27%)  of  these  proved 
unsatisfactory.  In  every  case  the  cause  of  the  unsatisfactory 
samples  was  traced  to  the  incoming  supplies. 

3.  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty -three  samples  of  school  milk  were 
taken  and  74  (29%)  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  bacterio- 
logically.  Five  retailers  were  concerned  with  these  unsatisfactory 
samples. 


4.  Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme. 

The  number  of  notifications  from  creameries  as  to  milk 
supplies  failing  tests  under  the  scheme  was  1S8.  Last  year  the 
figure  was  143. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  notifications  in 
their  various  categories  from  each  creamery  receiving  milk  from 
Producers  in  the  County  : — 


Cream  eby 

Weekly  Tests 

Platform 

Tests 

Total 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Carnation  Milk  Factory 

47 

14 

5 

28 

94 

Lockerbie  Creamery 

28 

5 

2 

18 

53 

Sanquhar  Creamery  ... 

« 

1 

33  40 

Cowhill  Creamery 

1 

1 



Murchie’s  Creamery  ... 

... 

Edinburgh  and  Dumfriesshire 
Dairy  Company 

... 

... 

... 

4 

4 



Other  Creameries 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Totals 

82 

20 

7 

83 

192 

21 


5.  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Orders,  1934. 

The  practice  of  some  producers  of  purchasing  milk  churns  at 
farm  sales  and  failing  to  put  their  own  name  and  address  on  them 
is  becoming  prevalent.  The  attention  of  a large  number  of  pro- 
ducers was  drawn  to  this  omission  and  some  improvement  in  the 
position  was  brought  about. 

The  attention  of  a number  of  producers  was  drawn  to  the 
defective  and  unsatisfactory  condition  of  milk  churn  lids. 

6.  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Scotland)  Orders,  1951/52. 

Ninety  producers’  ‘'Tuberculin  Tested”  licences  were 
granted  during  the  year.  Of  these  19  were  new  farmers  taking  over 
farms  where  the  previous  producer  had  held  a “Tuberculin 
Tested”  licence,  and  64  were  merely  changes  in  the  name  of  the 
licensed  producer.  Thus  7 entirely  new  “Tuberculin  Tested” 
licences  were  issued.  These  were  made  up  of  one  “Ordinary” 
dairy  upgraded  to  “Tuberculin  Tested,”  one  “Certified”  dairy 
reverting  to  "Tuberculin  Tested,”  and  five  new  dairies.  One 
“Tuberculin  Tested”  dairy  was  upgraded  to  “Certified.” 

Five  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  sixteen  milk  samples 
were  taken  during  the  year,  of  which  13  were  qualifying  samples 
from  producers  applying  for  licences  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Orders  ; 5,703  were  of  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk. 

The  number  of  unsatisfactory  samples  was  1,088  or  19%  of 
the  total  number  taken. 

There  were  3,757  of  the  samples  with  bacterial  counts  under 
30,000  per  millilitre,  and  214  producers  did  not  have  any  samples 
during  the  whole  year  which  exceeded  this  count. 

The  number  of  samples  which  failed  owing  to  the  presence  of 
coliform  bacteria  only  was  555. 

Thirty-eight  sterility  rinses  of  dairy  utensils  were  taken  and 
these  proved  very  helpful  in  tracing  the  cause  of  unsatisfactory 
samples. 

The  following  table  shows  the  samples  taken  during  each 
month  and  the  samples  which  proved  unsatisfactory  : — - 
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Month 

Samples  taken  Samples  unsatisfactory 

January 

551 

38 

February 

406 

39 

March 

492 

50 

April  ... 

469 

51 

May  ... 

496 

63 

June  ... 

369 

123 

July 

562 

231 

August 

519 

207 

September  ... 

529 

124 

October 

484 

67 

November  ... 

471 

53 

December 

368 

42 

Totals  ... 

5716 

1088 

Thirty-eight  “Tuberculin  Tested”  producers  were  reported  in 
connection  with  unsatisfactory  milk  samples  and  methods  of 
production.  Each  case  was  considered  by  the  appropriate  com- 
mittee of  the  County  Council  and  the  licences  of  two  producers 
were  suspended  for  one  month.  The  committee  decided  to  suspend 
another  licence  but  the  producer’s  appeal  to  the  Department  of 
Health  for  Scotland  was  still  pending  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Thirty-five  producers  were  warned  that,  in  the  event  of  further 
unsatisfactory  milk  samples  being  obtamed  or  other  evidence  of 


unsatisfactory  methods  of  production  being  found,  their  licences 


would  be  suspended  or  revoked. 


7.  Biological  Testing  of  Milk. 

This  testing  is  confined  mainly  to  milk  which  is  used  for  retail 
purposes  and  for  school  milk.  Bulked  milk  was  examined  for  the 
presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  and  all  57  samples  examined  during 
the  year  gave  negative  results. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  July,  1957 


1.  List  of  Staff. 

See  beginning  of  this  Report. 


2.  General  Statistics. 

Population  of  the  County  and  Small  Burghs  ...  ...  60,600 

Population  of  the  Burgh  of  Dumfries  ...  ...  ...  26,800 

Number  of  schools  : — 

(a)  Primary  schools  f under  the  Education  Au- 

(b)  Secondary  schools  | thority  ...  ...  ...  88 

(c)  (i)  Special  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(ii)  Special  classes  in  ordinary  schools  ...  2 

(d)  In  receipt  of  grant  from  Education  Authority  1 

(e)  Nursery  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(f)  Occupation  centre  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(g)  Barony  school  (residential)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  children  on  the  registers  ...  ...  ...  14,983 

Number  of  children  in  average  attendance  ...  ...  13,922 


3.  Sanitary  Conditions  of  Schools. 

The  following  improvements  have  been  completed  during 
the  year  : — 

(a)  Tarmacadam  work  has  been  done  at  eleven  schools. 

(b)  New  meals  serveries  have  been  installed  at  three  schools 

and  an  existing  one  improved.  A new  meals  room  has 

been  installed  at  one  school. 

(c)  Three  new  staff  rooms  and  one  headmaster’s  room  have 

been  provided.  Ten  staff  rooms  have  been  refurnished. 

(d)  Improvements  to  class-room  lighting  have  been  carried 

out  in  thirty-three  schools. 

4.  Organisation  and  Administration. 

Early  in  1957  the  new  clinic  premises  were  brought  into  use 
at  the  County  Buildings.  These  are  used  for  minor  treatments, 
eye  testing,  and  medical  examinations,  and  are  ideally  suited  for 
these  purposes. 
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The  poliomyelitis  immunisation  scheme,  inaugurated  last 
year,  was  carried  out  steadily  as  supplies  of  vaccine  became  avail- 
able. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  (see  Appendix  I)  continued  to  be  offered 
as  a routine  measure.  As  in  previous  years,  children  found  to 
be  infected  were  X-rayed.  None  was  found  to  suffer  from  active 
tuberculosis. 

The  execution  of  these  programmes  has  cut  markedly  into  the 
time  available  for  school  medical  inspection  but,  so  far,  the 
numbers  of  children  routinely  examined  have  not  been  affected. 

5.  Findings  at  Medical  Inspection. 

A total  of  8,623  children  were  medically  examined  during  the 
school  year,  as  follows  : — 


Systematic  examination  of  age  groups 

...  4,298 

Other  systematic  examinations 



334 

Special  cases  seen  at  routine  visits 

261 

Special  cases  seen  at  special  visits 

145 

Re-inspections  of  children  found  to  have  defects  at 

previous  examinations 



...  3,730 

Attendance  of  parents. 

1956-57. 

1955-56. 

Entrants 

79.54% 

78.01% 

2nd  age  group  

30.85% 

27.02% 

3rd  age  group  

1.36% 

1.24% 

4th  age  group  

— 

— 

Other  systematic  examinations 

12.89% 

22.76% 

Clothing — unsatisfactory  : — 

Boys 1 

(0.05%) 

1 (0.05%) 

Girls  1 

(0.05%) 

— 

Footgeak — unsatisfactory  : — 

Boys...  ...  ...  •••  1 

(0.05%) 

1 (0.05%) 

Girls  

— 

— 

Uncleanliness  : — 

(a)  Head  (dirty)  : — 

Boys 3 

(0.14%) 

— 

Girls  

— 

2 (0.10%) 

Head  (verminous)  : — 

Boys...  ...  ...  •••  6 

(0.27%) 

4 (0.18%) 

Girls  45 

(2.14%) 

55  (2.73%) 
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(b)  Body  (dirty) 

Boys 6 (0.27%)  7 (0.32%) 

Girls  3 (0.14%)  2 (0.10%) 

Body  (verminous)  : — 

Boys...  ...  ...  ...  — — 

Girls  1 (0.05%) 

Uncleanliness  among  school  children,  as  reflected  by  the  above 
figures,  remains  low  and  substantially  the  same  as  last  year. 

Skin. 

(a)  Head  : — 


Ringworm  . . . 

. . . Boys 

— 

— 

Girls 

— 

— 

Impetigo 

. . . Boys 

4 (0.18%) 

1 (0.05%) 

Girls 

1 (0.05%) 

5 (0.25%) 

Other  diseases 

. . . Boys 

4 (0.18%) 

10  (0.45%) 

Girls 

6 (0.28%) 

6 (0.30%) 

(b)  Body  : — 

Ringworm  ... 

. . Boys 

1 (0.05%) 

2 (0.09%) 

Girls 

— 

3 (0.15%) 

Impetigo 

. . Boys 

2 (0.09%) 

1 (0.05%) 

Girls 

— 

5 (0.25%) 

Scabies 

. . Boys 

— 

— 

Girls 

— 

— 

Other  diseases 

. . Boys 

34  (1.55%) 

33  (1.49%) 

Girls 

27  (1.28%) 

37  (1.84%) 

Skin  diseases  show 

a definite  drop  in  all  categories  as  com- 

pared  to  last  year.  For  the  second  successive  year 

there  were  no 

cases  of  scabies  or  head 

ringworm 

Nutritional  State  : — 

Slightly  defective  . 

..  Boys  139  (6.34%) 

125  (5.68%) 

Girls  i 

129  (6.12%) 

125  (6.21%) 

Bad 

. . Boys 

1 (0.05%) 

1 (0.05%) 

Girls 

1 (0.05%) 

1 (0.05%) 

The  figures  are  substantially  the  same  as  last  year. 

Mouth  and  Teeth  : — 

Unhealthy  ... 

. . Boys 

23  (1.05%) 

30  (1.36%) 

Girls 

17  (0.81%) 

29  (1.44%) 
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A comparison  can  be  drawn  this  year  which  was  impossible 
last  year  due  to  an  alteration  in  classification.  As  will  be  noted, 
the  state  of  dental  hygiene  tends  to  improve. 

Naso-Pharynx. 

(a)  Nose  : — 


Obstruction  requiring  observation  : — 


Boys  59  (2.69%) 

53  (2.41%) 

Girls  45  (2.14%) 

35  (1.74%) 

Obstruction  requiring  operation  : — 

Boys  22  (1.00%) 

38  (1.73%) 

Girls  17  (0.81%) 

21  (1.04%) 

Other  conditions  ...  Boys  4 (0.18%) 

11  (0.5%) 

Girls  6 (0.28%) 

3 (0.15%) 

(b)  Throat  : — 

Tonsils  requiring  observation  : — 

Boys  74  (3.38%) 

106  (4.81%) 

Girls  91  (4.31%) 

67  (3.33%) 

Tonsils  requiring  operation  : — 

Boys  20  (0.91%) 

37  (1.68%) 

Girls  27  (1.28%) 

29  (1.44%) 

(c)  Glands  : — 

Requiring  observation  : — 

Boj^s  1 (0.05%) 

17  (0.77%) 

Girls  4 (0.19%) 

9 (0.45%) 

Requiring  operation  : — 

Boys  — 

S (0.36%) 

Girls  — 

— 

There  is  a slight  reduction  in  the  number  of 

defects  found 

under  the  heading  “naso-pharynx.” 
Eyes. 

(a)  External  Diseases  : — 

Blepharitis  ...  ...  Boys  10  (0.46%) 

6 (0.27%) 

Girls  11  (0.52%) 

19  (0.94%) 

Conjunctivitis  ...  Boys  4 (0.18%) 

— 

Girls  10  (0.47%) 

3 (0.15%) 

Corneal  opacities  ...  Boys  — 

2 (0.09%) 

Girls  1 (0.15%) 

— 
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Strabismus  ... 

Other  diseases 

(b)  Visual  Acuity  : — 
Fair  ... 

Bad 


Boys  23  (1.05%) 
Girls  37  (1.76%) 
Boys  1 (0.05%) 
Girls  4 (0.19%) 

Boys  387  (17.25%) 
Girls  419  (19.69%) 
Boys  68  (3.21%) 
Girls  79  (3.73%) 


Recommended  for  refraction  : — 


Boys  85  (4.01%) 
Girls  121  (5.71%) 


27  (1.23%) 
33  (1.64%) 
14  (0.64%) 
4 (0.2%) 

469  (21.45%) 
458  (22.42%) 
40  (1.83%) 
38  (1.86%) 

87  (3.98%) 
111  (5.43%) 


There  is  an  obvious  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  categorised 
as  ‘‘Bad,”  but  it  is  not  thought  that  there  is  any  significant  reason 
for  this.  In  the  year  1954-1955  the  figures  approximated  fairly 
closely  to  those  of  this  year,  indicating  that  there  is  a degree  of 
fluctuation. 


Ears. 

(a)  Diseases  : — 


Otorrhoea  ... 

Boys 

1 

(0.05%) 

5 (0.23%) 

Girls 

5 

(0.24%) 

3 (0.15%) 

Other  diseases 

Boys 

2 

(0.09%) 

7 (0.32%) 

Girls 

4 

(0.19%) 

4 (0.20%) 

Defective  Hearing  : — 

Grade  I. 

Boys 

3 

(0.14%) 

2 (0.09%) 

Girls 

1 

(0.05%) 

1 (0.05%) 

Grade  IIa.  ... 

Boys 

— 

1 (0.05%) 

Girls 

— 

1 (0.05%) 

Grade  IIb.  ... 

Boys 

— • 

— 

Girls 

— 

— 

Grade  III 

Boys 

1 

(0.05%) 

— 

Girls 

— 

1 (0.05%) 

There  is  little  variation  in  the  findings  under  this  heading. 
Last  year  reference  was  made  to  the  fact  that  the  Department  of 
Health  considered  it  desirable  for  deafness  of  whatever  degree 
to  be  detected  at  as  early  an  age  as  possible.  To  this  end  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Committee  approved  the  purchase  of  an 
audiometer  and  the  training  of  two  School  Health  Visitors  in 
its  use. 


Speech. 

Defective  articulation  Boys  6 (0.27%) 

Girls  4 (0.19%) 

Stammering  ...  Boys  2 (0.09%) 

Girls  2 (0.09%) 


5 (0.23%) 
4 (0.20%) 

3 (0.13%) 
2 (0.10%) 


Mental  and  Nervous  Conditions. 

In  the  year  under  review  a full  assessment  was  carried  out 
by  the  school  medical  officers  of  thirty-six  children  who  were 
considered  to  require  special  educational  treatment. 

The  work  of  the  Child  Guidance  Centre  during  the  year  is 
summarised  in  the  following  table  : 


Number  of 

Treatment 

Waiting 

cases 

Disch 

arged 

contj 

nued 

attention 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Psychological  and 

Edtjcational 

178 

69 

247 

95 

35 

50 

20 

33 

14 

Speech  

123 

63 

186 

39 

17 

56 

26 

28 

20 

PSYCHIATRIC  

64 

31 

95 

37 

17 

27 

14 

1 

... 

Totals 

365 

163 

528 

171 

69 

133 

60 

62 
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Circulatory  System. 


(a)  Organic  heart  disease  : — 

(1)  Congenital  ...  Boys 

Girls 

(2)  Acquired  ...  Boys 

Girls 

(b)  Functional  conditions  : — 

Boys 
Girls 

Boys 
Girls 


5 (0.23%) 

2 (0.09%) 

3 (0.14%) 

2 (0.10%) 

5 (0.23%) 

2 (0.09%) 

4 (0.19%) 

9 (0.45%) 

25  (1.14%) 

36  (1.63%) 

36  (1.71%) 

29  (1.44%) 

3 (0.14%) 

1 (0.05%) 

(c)  Anaemia 
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Lungs. 


(a)  Chronic  bronchitis  : — 


Boys 

Girls 


1 (0.05%) 
1 (0.05%) 


(b)  Suspected  tuberculosis  : — 

Bo}rs 

Girls 


(c)  Other  diseases  ...  Boys  21  (0.96%) 

Girls  20  (0.95%) 


5 (0.23%) 

2 (0.10%) 


19  (0.86%) 
17  (0.84%) 


Circulator}'  and  respiratory  conditions  show  very  little  change 
from  the  previous  year. 


Deformities. 


(a)  Congenital  ...  ...  Boys 

12 

(0.55%) 

8 (0.36%) 

Girls 

4 

(0.19%) 

6 (0.30%) 

(b)  Acquired  (infantile  paralysis)  : 

: — 

Boys 

6 

(0.27%) 

3 (0.13%) 

Girls 

2 

(0.09%) 

4 (0.20%) 

(c)  Acquired  (probably  rickets) 

Boys 

7 

(0.32%) 

3 (0.13%) 

Girls 

— 

4 (0.20%) 

(d)  Acquired  (other  causes)  : — 

Boys 

21 

(0.96%) 

7 (0.32%) 

Girls 

23 

(1.09%) 

3 (0.15%) 

Infectious  Disease  : — 

Boys 

2 

(0.09%) 

— 

Girls 

1 

(0.05%) 

3 (0.15%) 

Other  Diseases  or  Defects  : — 

Boys 

31 

(1.41%) 

36  (1.63%) 

Girls 

36 

(1-71%) 

31  (1.54%) 
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General  Statement  of  Defects. 

From  Table  III.  it  will  be  noted  that  the  percentage  of  child- 
ren classified  as  “free  from  defects”  has  risen  slightly.  72.10%  of 
all  children  were  so  classified  as  compared  to  69.01%  last  year, 
the  presumption  being  that,  in  general,  the  health  of  the  school 
population  remains  satisfactory. 


STATISTICAL  TABLES 


Table  1. 


Total  number  of  children  examined  at : — 


A.  Systematic  examinations  : — 

Entrants 
Second  age  group 
Third  age  group 
Fourth  age  group 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

709 

674 

1383 

779 

748 

1527 

638 

622 

1260 

65 

63 

128 

2191 

2107 

4298 

Other  systematic  examinations  (i.e.,  children  missed  at  age 


group  but  subsequently  examined  systematically)  : — 

Boys.  Girls.  Total. 
172  162  334 

B.  Other  examinations  : — 

(1)  Special  cases  seen  at  routine  visits  ...  ...  261 

Special  cases  seen  at  special  visits  ...  ...  145 

Number  of  special  visits  ...  ...  ...  193 

(2)  Re-inspections  by  school  medical  officers  : — 

For  defects 3,730 

For  uncleanliness  ...  ...  ...  ...  235 


Number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  system- 
atic examinations  who  were  notified  to  parents  as  re- 
quiring treatment  : — 

Entrants 
Second  age  group 
Third  age  group 
Fourth  age  group 

196 


61 

95 

37 

3 


Total  number  notified  for  uncleanliness  ...  ...  21 
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Visits  by  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nursing  Sisters. 

Visits  to  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,280 

Number  of  children  seen  ...  ...  ...  ...  14,983 

Number  of  re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  80,758 

Number  of  home  visits  paid  ...  ...  ...  1,439 
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Table  II. — Systematic 

Return  of  Number  and  Percentage  of  Individual 

Total 

Entrants 

examined 

Nature  of  Defect. 

at  all  ages 

Boys 

Girls 

709 

674 

4298 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

1.  Clothing  Unsatisfactory  

... 

1 

0.14 

... 

... 

2.  Footgear  Unsatisfactory 

1 

0.14 

... 

— | 

3.  Unoleanliness  : — 

(a)  Head— Dirty  

... 

... 

— 

Nits  or  Vermin  ...  

2 

0.28 

14 

2.08 

(b)  Body— Dirty  

1 

0.14 

1 

0.15 

Verminous  

... 

... 

1 

0.15 

4.  Skin  :— 

(a)  Head— Ringworm  

... 

... 

— ; 

Impetigo 

2 

0.28 

... 

...  | 

Other  Diseases  

i 

0.14 

1 

0.15 

(b)  Body — Ringworm  

i 

0.14 

... 

...  . 

Impetigo 

i 

0.14 

... 

... 

Scabies  

... 

... 

... 

***  I) 

Other  Diseases  

10 

1.41 

10 

1.48 

5.  Nutritional  State  : — 

Slightly  defective  

62 

8.74 

46 

6.82 

Bad  

... 

... 

... 

**•  l } 

6.  Mouth  and  Teeth  :— 

Unhealthy  

9 

1.27 

5 

0.74 

7.  Naso-Pharynx 

(a)  Nose — 

i.  Obstruction  requiring  observation 

43 

6.06 

38 

5.64 

ii.  Obstruction  (probably  adenoids) 

requiring  operation  

15 

2.12 

14 

2.08 

iii.  Other  conditions  

2 

0.28 

4 

0.59 

(b)  Throat — 

i.  Tonsils  requiring  observation 

... 

55 

7.76 

70 

10.38 

ii.  Tonsils  requiring  operation 

15 

2.12 

15 

2.23 

(c)  Glands — 

i.  Requiring  observation  

1 

0.14 

3 

0.45 

ii.  Requiring  operation  

8.  Eyes 

(a)  External  Diseases — 

Blepharitis  

4 

0.56 

2 

0.29 

Conjunctivitis  

4 

0.56 

i 

0.15 

Corneal  opacities 

... 

... 

... 

Strabismus  

14 

1.97 

25 

3.71 

Other  Diseases  

... 

O 

0.29 

(b)  Visual  acuity — 

4238 

Fair  

... 

213 

33.38 

245 

35.77 

Bad  

25 

8.92 

45 

6.57 

Recommended  for  refraction  

35 

5.48 

58 

8.48 
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Examinations. 


Chudren  in  each  age-Grodt  Suffering  from  particular  defects: — 


Second  a 

ge  Group 

Third  Age  Group 

Fourth  Age 

Group 

All 

Ages 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girl. 

779 

748 

638 

622 

65 

63 

2 

191 

2 

107 

No. 

% 

No. 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

1 

0.13 

... 

1 

0.05 

1 

0.05 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

0.05 

... 

3 

0.47 

3 

0.14 

4 

0.51 

15 

2.0 

16 

2.57 

6 

0.27 

5 

2.14 

1 

0.13 

4 

0.63 

2 

0.32 

6 

0.27 

3 

0.14 

... 

0.05 

1 

0.13 

2 

0.32 

4 

0.18 

1 

0.05 

3 

0.40 

3 

0.47 

1 

0.16 

1 

1.59 

4 

0.18 

6 

0.28 

... 

1 

0.05 

1 

0.13 

... 

2 

0.09 

= 

5 

0.67 

10 

1.57 

11 

1.77 

1 

1.53 

1 

1.59 

34 

1.55 

27 

1.28 

41 

5.26 

47 

6.29 

36 

5.64 

36 

5.79 

139 

6.34 

129 

6.12 

1 

0.13 

1 

0.16 

... 

... 

1 

0.05 

1 

0.05 

5 

0.64 

6 

0.8 

9 

1.41 

6 

0.96 

23 

1.05 

17 

0.81 

13 

1.67 

3 

0.4 

3 

0.47 

2 

0.32 

... 

2 

3.17 

59 

2.69 

45 

2.14 

5 

0.64 

3 

0.4 

2 

0.32 

22 

1.00 

17 

0.81 

2 

0.26 

2 

0.27 

... 

4 

0.18 

6 

0.28 

14 

1.79 

15 

2.00 

5 

0.78 

6 

0.96 

... 

74 

3.38 

91 

0.31 

4 

0.51 

6 

0.8 

i 

0.16 

6 

0.96 

20 

0.91 

27 

1.28 

... 

1 

0.13 

... 

... 

1 

0.05 

4 

0.19 

4 

0.51 

6 

0.8 

2 

0.32 

3 

0.48 

... 

10 

0.46 

11 

0.52 

... 

8 

1.07 

i 

0.16 

4 

0.18 

10 

0.47 

... 

1 

0.13 

.«• 

... 

1 

0.05 

6 

0.77 

9 

1.20 

3 

0.47 

3 

0.48 

23 

1.05 

37 

1.76 

i 

0.13 

1 

0.13 

1 

0.16 

1 

0.05 

4 

0.19 

122 

15.66 

114 

15.24 

51 

7.99 

54 

8.66 

1 

1.53 

6 

9.52 

387 

17.25 

419 

19.69 

27 

3.47 

15 

2.00 

14 

2.19 

19 

3.05 

2 

3.08 

68 

3.21 

79 

3.73 

34 

4.36 

36 

4.81 

14 

2.19 

27 

4.34 

2 

3.08 

... 

85 

4.01 

1 21 

5.71 

34 

1 

Return  of  Number  ani 

rable  II. — Systematic 

Percentage  of  Individual 

Total 

Entrants 

examined 

Nature  of  Defect. 

at  all  ages 

Boys 

Girls 

709 

674 

4298 

No. 

O/ 

/O 

No. 

% 

9.  Ears 

(a)  Diseases— 

Otorrhoea  

1 

0.14 

Other  Diseases  

... 

i 

0.14 

2 

0.29 

(b)  Defective  hearing — 

Grade  I 

... 

3 

0.42 

Grade  II. a 

... 

Grade  II. b 

... 

Grade  III.  

... 

i 

0.14 

10.  SPEECH 

Defective  articulation 

... 

4 

0.56 

1 

0.15 

Stammering  

... 

... 

11.  Mental  and  Nervous  Conditions 

Backward  

... 

i 

0.15 

Dull  

2 

0.29 

Mentally  defective  (educable)  

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Mentally  defective  (ineducable)  

Highly  nervous  or  unstable 

1 

0.14 

i 

0.15 

Difficult  in  behaviour  

1 

0.14 

12.  Circulatory  System 

(a)  Organic  heart  disease — 

i.  Congenital  

... 

4 

0.56 

i 

0.15 

ii.  Acquired  

... 

2 

0.28 

(b)  Functional  conditions  

... 

9 

1.27 

16 

2.37 

(c)  Anaemia 

... 

1 

0.14 

18.  Lungs 

Chronic  bronchitis  

1 

0.14 

... 

' 

Suspected  tuberculosis  

... 

— jH 

Other  Diseases  

... 

11 

1.55 

9 

1.34 

14.  Deformities 

(a)  Congenital  

2 

0.28 

1 

0.15 

(b)  Acquired  (Infantile  paralysis)  

... 

i 

0.14 

1 

0.15 

(c)  Acquired  (probably  rickets)  

i 

0.14 

(d)  Acquired  (other  causes) 

... 

2 

0.28 

0.29 

(e)  Postural  defects 

... 

... 

... 

IB.  Infectious  Disease 

2 

0.28 

1 

0.15 

16.  Other  Diseases  or  Defects 

8 

1.18 

13 

1.93 
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Examinations  (continued). 


Children  in  each  Age  Group  Suffering  from  particular  defects  : — 


Second  Age  Group 

Third  A< 

3E  Group 

Fourth  a 

ge  Group 

All 

Ages 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

779 

748 

638 

622 

65 

63 

2191 

2107 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

I 

0.13 

1 

0.13 

2 

0.32 

1 

1.59 

1 

0.05 

5 

0.24 

... 

... 

1 

0.13 

1 

0.16 

1 

0.16 

... 

... 

2 

0.09 

4 

0.19 

... 

1 

0.16 

3 

0.14 

1 

0.05 

... 

1 

0.13 

... 

... 

1 

0.05 

... 

... 

1 

0.05 

... 

... 

... 

3 

0.4 

2 

0.32 

6 

0.27 

4 

0.19 

... 

... 

1 

0.13 

2 

0.32 

1 

0.16 

... 

2 

0.09 

2 

0.09 

... 

1 

0.05 

3 

0.39 

1 

0.13 

3 

0.14 

3 

0.14 

3 

0.39 

1 

0.13 

5 

0.78 

5 

0.8 

2 

3.08 

10 

0.46 

8 

0.38 

... 

... 

2 

0.27 

1 

0.05 

3 

0.14 

1 

0.13 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

0.09 

... 

•• 

... 

1 

0.13 

i 

0.16 

i 

0.16 

5 

0.23 

3 

0.14 

1 

0.13 

... 

2 

0.32 

3 

0.48 

1 

1.59 

5 

0.23 

4 

0.19 

9 

1.16 

10 

1.34 

7 

1.10 

10 

1.61 

25 

1.14 

36 

1.71 

2 

0.26 

... 

... 

... 

3 

0.14 

.... 

1 

0.13 

1 

0.05 

1 

0.05 

.... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

0.51 

6 

0.8 

6 

0.94 

3 

0.48 

2 

3.17 

21 

0.96 

20 

0.95 

1 4 

0.51 

1 

0.13 

5 

0.78 

2 

0.32 

1 

1.53 

12 

0.55 

4 

0.19 

l 2 

0.26 

3 

0.47 

1 

0.16 

6 

0.27 

2 

0.09 

13 

0.39 

... 

3 

0.47 

... 

... 

7 

0.32 

' 7 

0.89 

9 

1.20 

12 

1.88 

11 

1.77 

... 

1 

1.59 

21 

0.96 

23 

1.09 

! 2 

0.26 

1 

0.13 

... 

2 

0.09 

1 

0.05 

... 

... 

2 

0.09 

1 

0.05 

18 

1.03 

9 

1.20 

12 

1.88 

13 

2.09 

3 

4.62 

1 

1.59 

31 

1.41 

36 

1.71 

36 


Table  III. — Systematic 


ENT 

BAXT8. 

SECOND 
AGE  GEOCP. 

Classification. 

Number 

_\*  i mber 

of 

Per- 

of 

J Per- 

Children. 

centage. 

Children. 

ceDtage. 

I.  Children  free  from  defects  

925 

66.88 

1141 

74.72 

II.  Children  (otherwise  free  from  defects) 

who  suffer  from — 

(a)  Defective  vision  not  worse  than 

6/12  in  the  better  eye  with  or 
without  glasses  

1 

0.07 

73 

4.78 

or 

(b)  Conditions  of  mouth  and  teeth 

requiring  treatment  

11 

0.79 

10 

0.65 

(c)  Both  (a)  and  (b)  

2 

0.14 

... 

— 

Total  

- 

1.01 

83 

5.43 

III.  Children  suffering  from  ailments  (other 

than  those  mentioned  in  II.)  from 
which  complete  recovery  is  anticipated 
within  a few  weeks  

196 

14.18 

76 

4.98 

TV.  Children  suffering  from  (or  suspected  to 

be  suffering  from)  defects  less  remedi- 
able than  defects  specified  In  II.  or 
III.  distinguishing  cases — 

(a)  Where  complete  cure  or  restoration 

of  function  (in  the  case  of  eye 
defect,  full  correction)  is  considered 
possible  

236 

17.06 

208 

13.62 

(b)  Where  improvement  only  Is  con- 

sidered  possible,  e.g.  without  com- 
plete restoration  of  function 

12 

0.87 

19 

1.24 

Total  

248 

17.93 

227 

14.86 

Total  number  of  children  examined 

1383 

1 100% 

i 1527 

100% 
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Medioai,  Examinations. 


Ti 

AGE 

IB  D 

iROUP. 

Fourth 
Age  Group. 

Total. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

Per- 

centage. 

Number 

of 

Children. 

Per 

centa  e. 

931 

73.96 

105 

82.03 

3102 

72.10 

85 

6.74 

6 

4.61 

165 

3 84 

u 

0.87 

32 

0.74 

2 

0.16 

... 

4 

0.09 

98 

7.78 

6 

4.61 

201 

4.87 

62 

4.91 

4 

3.12 

338 

7.86 

139 

11.03 

7 

5.47 

590 

13.73 

30 

2.38 

6 

4.61 

67 

1.56 

169 

13.41 

13 

10.16 

657 

15.29 

1260 

100% 

128 

100% 

4298 

100% 
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Table  IV. 


Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  of  School  Aoe 

the  Area. 


Disability 

At 

ordinary 

schools 

At  special 
schools  or 
classes 

Athospitals 
or  other 
nstitutions 

At  no 
school  or 
institution 

1.  Blind  ...  

2.  Partially  sighted — 

(a)  Refractive  errors  in  which  the 
curriculum  of  an  ordinary 
school  would  adversely  affect 

5 

1 

the  eye  condition  

tb)  Other  conditions  of  the  eye, 
e.g.,  cataract,  ulceration,  etc. 
which  render  the  child  unable 
to  read  ordinary  school  books 
or  to  see  well  enough  to  be 

4 

taught  in  an  ordinary  school 
3.  Deaf — 

31 

... 

... 

... 

Grade  I.  ...  ...  

17 

... 

... 

Grade  II. a 

18 

... 

Grade  Il.b  

... 

1 

Grade  III.  

4.  Defective  speech — 

(a)  Defects  of  articulation  re- 
quiring special  educational 

4 

measures  

(b)  Stammering  requiring  special 

29 

... 

educational  measures 

5.  Mentally  defective  (children  be- 
tween 5 and  16  years) — - 
(a)  Educable  (I.Q.  approx.  50-70 

11 

“educationally  sub-normal”) 
fb)  Ineducable  (I.Q.  generally  less 

38 

83 

4 

... 

than  50)  

1 

8 

3 

24 

(c)  Maladjusted 

6.  Epilepsy — 

2 

(a)  Mild  and  occasional 

(b)  Severe  (suitable  for  care  in  a 

20 

... 

residential  school)  ... 

7.  Physically  defective  (children  be- 
tween 5 and  10  years) — 

(a)  Non-puhnonary  tuberculosis 

1 

i 

1 

(excluding  cervical  glands)... 
(b)  General  orthopaedic  condi- 

... 

i 

... 

tions 

90 

3 

4 

5 

(c)  Organic  heart  disease 

34 

... 

i 

(d)  Other  causes  of  ill-health... 

13 

1 

1 

8.  Multiple  defects 

1 

4 
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Table  V. 

Average  Heights  and  Weights  at  School  Medical 

Inspection. 

BOYS 


Age  Groups 


Entrants 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Number  measu  red . . . 

427 

373 

439 

59 

Average  age  (in  years) 

Bfy 

9* 

13  fi 

10/V 

Average  height  (in  inches) 

43.1 

52.4 

59.9 

67.3 

Number  weighed  ... 

491 

424 

437 

60 

Average  age  (in  years) 

6A 

9A 

13vV 

IGA 

Average  weight  (in  lbs.)  ... 

41.8 

65.0 

94.7 

136.6 

GIRLS 


Age  Groups 


Entrants 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Number  measured. . . 

423 

360 

406 

56 

Average  age  (in  years) 

5A 

Q Q 

13A 

16  A 

Average  height  (in  inches) 

42.7 

52.5 

60.5' 

63.8 

Num ber  weighed  ... 

456 

401 

406 

56 

Average  age  (in  years) 

5A 

9 v"i 

13  A 

16  A 

Average  weight  (in  lbs.)  ... 

42.3 

66.1 

103.2 

131.2 

6.  Medical  Treatment. 

A.  Attendances  for  Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments  : — 


1.  Cuts,  bruises,  sprains  and  minor  injuries,  etc.  1,837 

2.  Diseases  of  the  ear  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

3.  Diseases  of  the  eye  (excluding  defective  vision)  86 

4.  Diseases  of  the  skin  : — 

Ringworm  (scalp)  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Ringworm  (body)  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Impetigo  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  315 

Other  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  488 

5.  Pediculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,431 
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B.  Defective  Vision  and  Squint  : — 

1.  Number  of  retinoscopies  performed  by  school 

medical  officers... 

2.  Number  of  children  referred  to  consulting  oph- 

thalmologist   

3.  Number  of  spectacles  provided  through  the 

school  health  department  

Squints  are  treated  by  provision  of  glasses,  by  total 
or  intermittent  occlusion,  and  by  operation. 

C.  Nose  and  Throat  (operative  treatment)  ...  ... 

D.  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects  : — 

Figures  not  available. 

7.  School  Dental  Service. 

Report  by  Chief  Dental  Officer. 

Staff. 

The  staff  consists  of  a chief  dental  officer,  three  dental  officers,  I 
and  four  dental  attendants. 

Premises  and  Equipment. 

The  mobile  dental  clinics  were  used  at  ten  primary  schools, 
three  junior  secondary  schools  and  Wallace  Hall  Academy,  all  of  | 
which  had  no  accommodation  that  could  be  used  as  dental  surgeries.  | 
Where  a room  was  available  in  the  schools,  semi-permanent  t 
equipment,  taken  to  the  schools  by  motor-van,  was  used  in  the  | 
larger  schools  and  portable  equipment  was  used  in  the  smaller  I 
schools. 

The  clinic  at  County  Buildings  was  in  use  all  the  year,  some-  l 
times  with  both  surgeries  being  used  when  pupils  from  two  j 
Dumfries  Burgh  Schools  were  being  treated  at  the  same  time.  1 

Inspection. 

8,327  children  were  inspected  in  the  schools  by  the  dental  I 
officers  who  found  6,380  (76.6%)  requiring  treatment,  and  of 
these  3,526  (55.2%)  accepted  treatment. 

Treatment. 

3,398  children  were  treated  with  6,765  attendances  for  treat- 
ment, averaging  1.9  visits  each  patient.  4,774  permanent  teeth  j 
were  filled  and  711  were  extracted.  913  temporary  teeth  were 
filled  and  2,550  were  extracted. 


443 

104 

364 


128  I 
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Orthodontic  appliances  were  fitted  in  15  cases  and  partial 
dentures  in  22  cases.  There  were  1,485  other  operations  which 
include  scalings,  dressings  and  orthodontic  adjustments. 

Sessions. 

A total  of  107  half-days  were  devoted  to  inspections.  The 
average  number  of  children  inspected  each  day  was  155. 

Treatment  sessions  numbered  1,235  and  on  average  10.9 
patients  were  treated  each  day. 

316  sessions  were  spent  on'clerical  work  after  inspection,  making 
appointments,  emergency  treatment  sessions  and  non-routine  work. 

42  sessions  were  spent  by  the  Chief  Dental  Officer  on  super- 
vision at  the  schools  and  in  general  administration. 

Scope  of  Treatment. 

Complete  treatment  was  given  to  all  children  treated  with  an 
average  of  1.67  fillings,  plus  0.96  extractions,  plus  0.44  other 
operations  each  patient. 

On  average,  each  dental  officer  did  9.2  fillings,  plus  5.2 
extractions,  plus  2.4  other  operations  every  day. 

Included  in  the  above  figures  is  the  treatment  of  the  Annan 
and  Dumfries  Nursery  schools  and  The  Barony  school. 

In  the  Nursery  Schools  115  children  were  inspected,  62  re- 
quired treatment  (54%),  35  parents  accepted  treatment  (56.4%) 
and  28  children  were  treated  with  attendances  of  39  and  had  44 
fillings,  plus  11  extractions,  plus  14  other  operations,  mainly 
silver  nitrate  treatment  to  arrest  the  decay. 

Barony  School. 

40  boys  were  inspected,  28  required  treatment  (70%),  16 
accepted  treatment  (57%),  and  with  an  attendance  of  28  had  23 
fillings,  plus  3 extractions,  plus  11  other  operations. 

Remarks. 

A close  watch  was  kept  at  the  inspections  in  the  schools 
this  year  and  it  was  found  that  less  than  a third  (30.5%)  of 
those  parents  who  refuse  treatment  and  say  they  will  make 
private  arrangements  for  their  children’s  treatment,  actually 
have  full  treatment  afterwards.  The  treatment  in  these  cases, 
if  any,  consisted  only  in  the  extraction  of  a tooth  if  it  gave  rise  to 
trouble.  Individual  children  have  been  advised  of  the  difference 
between  full  treatment  and  purely  emergency  measures,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  this  will  lead  to  an  improvement  in  their  dental  condition. 
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1. 

1 

Number  of  children  inspected 
Age  2 years  ...  ...  1 

Systematic 

examina- 

tions 

Special 

cases 

Total 

i 

... 

1 

3 „ 

35 

... 

35 

4 „ 

77 

77 

5 „ 

668 

4 

672 

6 

802 

5 

807 

7 

824 

4 

828 

1080 

6 

1086 

9 ::  

1103 

11 

1114 

10 

970 

11 

981 

11 

780 

15 

795 

12 

686 

7 

693 

13 

576 

ii 

587 

14  

529 

19 

54S 

16  „ 

72 

1 

73 

10  „ 

19 

4 

23 

17 

5 

5 

18  

2 

... 

o 

Total  ... 

8229 

98 

8327 

2. 

Requiring  treatment 

6282 

98 

6380 

2a. 

Accepting  treatment 

3428 

98 

3526 

3. 

Number  of  children  treated 

3300 

98 

3398 

4. 

Attendances  made  for  treat- 
ment 

6609 

loo 

6765 

5. 

Fillings  : — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

4702 

72 

4774 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

906 

7 

913 

6. 

Extractions  : — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth 

763 

3S 

711 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

2513 

37 

2550 

7. 

Orthodontic  appliances 

15 

... 

15 

7a. 

Dentures 

22 

... 

22 

8. 

Other  operations  : — 
(a)  Permanent  teeth 

1361 

62 

1423 

(b)  Temporary  teeth 

61 

1 

62 

9. 

Half-days  devoted  to  : — 
Inspection 

,0, 

107 

Treatment 

1235 

... 

1235 

Office  work 

316 

... 

316 

Administration 

42 

... 

42 

10. 

Number  of  children  refusing 
treatment 

2724 

2724 

1L. 

Number  of  children  treated 
under  private  arrange- 
ment 

832 

832 

12. 

Number  of  forms  not 

returned 

130 

130 
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8.  Special  Schools  and  Classes. 

There  is  one  special  school  in  the  County,  viz.,  for  the  educa- 
tionally subnormal  (I.Q.  50-70  approx.)  and  two  special  classes 
for  the  same  type  of  child.  There  is  one  occupation  centre  for  the 
lower  grade  defectives,  who  are  considered  ineducable  but  trainable. 
Handicapped  children  are  provided  for  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Physically  Defective  Children. 

Two  children  are  at  East  Park  Home,  Glasgow. 

One  girl  is  at  Westerlea  School  for  Spastics,  Edinburgh. 

One  boy  is  at  Sedgwick  House  School  for  Epileptics,  Nr. 
Kendal. 

Three  children  have  been,  during  the  year,  at  Coltness  House, 
Wishaw. 

One  girl  has  just  completed  her  training  at  Anton  House, 
Dundee,  for  the  disabled. 

Several  children  are  known  to  be  undergoing  hospital  or 
convalescent  home  treatment. 

Other  severely  handicapped  children  attend  the  ordinary 
schools  if  at  all  possible,  and  transport  is  arranged.  For  those 
unable  to  travel  to  school,  home  tuition  is  provided. 

(b)  Blind  Children. 

Four  children  are  in  residence  at  the  Royal  Blind  School, 
Edinburgh,  and  one  at  St.  Vincent’s  School,  Glasgow. 

Partially  sighted  children  attend  the  ordinary  schools  and 
are  given  a favourable  position  in  the  classroom. 

(c)  Deaf  Children. 

Three  children  have  been,  during  the  year,  at  St.  Vincent’s 
School,  Glasgow  ; one  at  Glasgow  School  for  the  Deaf ; and  one 
at  Donaldson’s  School,  Edinburgh. 

Children  who  are  hard  of  hearing  are  educated  in  the  ordinary 
schools  and  are  given  a favourable  position  in  the  classroom. 

(d)  Mentally  Defective  Children. 

Catherinefield  School  (three  teachers)  has  51  pupils. 

Annan  Class  has  17  pupils. 

Lockerbie  Class  has  8 pupils. 

Occupation  Centre,  Dumfries  has  9 pupils. 

Two  maladjusted  boys  are  at  Naemoor  School,  Rumbling  Bridge. 
Two  girls,  who  suffer  from  both  physical  and  mental  defect, 
are  at  St.  Joseph’s,  Rosewell. 


B.C.G.  Vaccination. 


44 


45 


Appendix  II. 

Vaccination  Against  Poliomyelitis. 

The  numbers  of  children  vaccinated  during  the  year  are  as 
follows  : — 

Number  of  children  who  received  two  injections 

of  poliomj^elitis  vaccine  ...  ...  ...  2057 

Number  of  children  who  received  one  injection 

of  poliomyelitis  vaccine  ...  ...  ...  547 
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SANITARY  DEPARTMENT 


County  Health  Office, 

County  Buildings, 

Dumfries. 


To 

The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  and  the 
County  Council  of  the  County  of  Dumfries 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  of  the  work 
carried  out  by  this  Department  during  the  year  1957. 

In  doing  so  I wish  to  accord  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the 
members  of  the  County  Council  for  their  interest,  and  to  the  mem- 
bers of  my  staff  for  their  collaboration  and  support  . 

I would,  at  this  time,  also  record  to  my  predecessor,  Mr  W.  A. 
Dunlop,  my  thanks  for  his  co-operation  before  leaving  to  take  up 
his  present  appointment. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


JOHN  S.  BERRY, 
County  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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GENERAL. 

Public  Services. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr  Fletcher,  County  Engineer,  for  the 
following  information  concerning  Water  Supplies,  Drainage 
and  Refuse  Disposal. 

Water  Supply. 

Just  under  40%  of  the  landward  area  of  the  County  is  at 
present  served  from  five  major  sources,  three  of  which  are  reser- 
voired  and  two  are  based  on  stream  intakes.  All  w'ater  from  these 
sources  is  filtered  and  chlorinated,  and  a supply  is  available  to 
about  85%  of  the  landward  population  and  to  most  of  the  dairy 
farms  in  the  county. 

Two  minor  supplies  (neither  chlorinated  but  one  filtered) 
are  still  in  use  but  these  will  be  superseded,  as  will  one  of  the 
reservoired  major  sources,  by  the  regional  scheme  now  under 
construction.  About  2§  million  gallons  of  treated  water  is  supplied 
each  day  through  some  900  miles  of  mains. 

The  Black  Esk  regional  scheme  now  under  construction  is  at 
present  based  on  a temporary  intake,  which  it  is  hoped  will 
shortly  be  superseded  by  a reservoir.  On  completion  of  this 
scheme,  treated  water  will  be  available  to  over  50%  of  the  land- 
ward area  and  to  over  90%  of  the  landward  population.  Bulk 
supplies  will  also  be  available  if  required,  to  all  six  small  burghs. 

The  County  Council  has  also  under  construction  a pumped 
supply  of  untreated  water  from  the  River  Annan  of  up  to  7 
million  gallons  per  day  for  cooling  purposes  at  the  United  King- 
dom Atomic  Energy  Authority’s  Chapelcross  project. 

Drainage. 

There  are  53  Special  Drainage  Districts  in  the  County  serving 
a population  of  some  20,000  people.  Of  these  districts,  6 have 
populations  of  between  1,000  and  5,000  ; 4 have  between  500  and 
1,000  ; 19  have  between  100  and  500  ; and  24  have  populations 
of  less  than  100.  The  sewage  from  three  villages  is  discharged 
without  treatment  to  tidal  waters  (Gretna  and  Eastriggs  to  the 
Solway,  and  Glencaple  to  the  Nith  estuary)  and  the  sewage  from 
Gallaberry  and  Newington  is,  bv  agreement,  discharged  into  the 
Annan  Burgh  system. 
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Septic  tank  treatment  is  provided  for  35  of  the  villages,  and 
percolating  filters  after  settlement  for  14.  The  sludge  from  most  of 
the  sewage  works  is  disposed  of  by  composting  with  straw  and 
refuse  “tailings”  at  the  Kirkconnel  and  Barony  works  and  with 
straw  alone  at  Dais  cone  works,  the  sludge  from  village  septic 
tanks  being  hauled  to  these  points  by  tanker  vehicle.  The  County 
Council  is  considering  extending  their  composting  facilities  by  the 
provision  of  a new  plant  to  deal  with  the  refuse  and  sludge  from 
the  eastern  part  of  the  landward  area  and  from  any  of  the  small 
burghs  in  that  area  who  may  wash  to  participate. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Refuse  is  collected  from  a landward  population  of  about 
25,000  people  and  from  the  Burgh  of  Sanquhar.  The  bulk  of  this 
refuse  is  at  present  disposed  of  by  tipping  at  8 points  but  the 
refuse  from  the  Kirkconnel  area  and  from  the  Burgh  of  Sanquhar 
is  screened  and  separated,  the  organic  "tailings  and  a proportion 
of  the  screened  dust  being  composted  with  straw  and  sewage 
sludge.  The  organic  manure  produced,  is  sold  under  the  trade 
name  of  “Eradite”  to  private  gardeners,  horticulturists,  forest 
nurserymen  and  farmers.  About  600  tons  of  "Eradite  are  sold 
each  year,  together  with  some  95  tons  of  waste  paper  and  rags, 
and  60  tons  of  tins  and  metal  salvage  from  the  refuse  plant  at 
Kirkconnel. 

HOUSING. 

The  provision  of  new  houses  to  abate  overcrowding  and  to 
replace  unsatisfactory  and  insanitary  dwellings  together  with  the 
care  and  maintenance  of  existing  accommodation  continues  to 
occupy  a major  part  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  s time.  Considerable 
progress  has  been  made  towards  attaining  a good  standard  of 
housing  for  the  greater  part  of  the  population  in  the  County,  but 
the  needs  of  those  families  living  under  what  can  only  be  described 
as  primitive  conditions  in  this  year  of  nuclear  enlightenment 
must  not  be  forgotten  in  the  reflected  glory  of  good  work  already 
done,  and  the  need  for  more  new  houses  is  as  vital  today  as  ever. 

Houses  were  erected  during  the  year  as  shown  below  : — 
Houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  for  General  Needs  ...  120 

Other  houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority 
H ouses  erected  by  Government  Departmen  ts 

Houses  erected  by  Private  Persons  ...  ...  ...  •••  ***| 
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The  types  and  distribution  of  these  houses  is  shown  in  the 
following  tables  : — 


Houses  Erected  by  the  Local  Authority 
(General  Needs). 


Type  of  House 

Situation 

No.  of  Houses  of 

Total 

2 apt. 

3 apt. 

4 apt. 

5 apt. 

Weir  Brick  . . . 

Ae 

6 

... 

6 

Beattock 

2 

12 

5 

2 

21 

Closebum 

2 

2 

. i . 

4 

Ecclefechan  ... 

8 

8 

Newington 

32 

47 

2 

81 

Total 

12 

46 

58 

4 

120 

Houses  Erected  by  the  Local  Authority 
(for  Employees,  etc.). 


Type  of  House 

Situation 

'io.  of  Houses  of 

Total 

2 apt. 

3 apt. 

4 apt. 

5 apt. 

Permanent 

Halleaths 

4 

4 

Traditional 

Beattock 

1 

1 

Weir  Brick  ... 

Newington 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

Total  

6 

6 

Houses  Erected  by  Government  Departments,  etc. 


Department 

Type  of  House 

Situation 

(Parish) 

No.  of  Houses  of 

"c3 

2 

apt 

3 

apt 

4 

apt 

5 

apt 

6 

apt 

-*-* 

o 

H 

Atomic 

Energy 

Authority. 

Weir  Brick  ... 

Annan 

41 

24 

6 

71 

Nature  Con- 
servatory 

Permanent 

Traditional 

Caerlaverock 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

1 

Total 

... 

41 

24 

7 

72 
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Houses  Erected  by  Private  Persons  with  Assistance  under 
The  Hill  Farming  Act  and  Livestock  Rearing  Act. 


Type  of  House 

Situation 

No.  of  Houses  of 

Total 

2 3 4 5 6 

apt  apt  apt  apt  apt 

(Parish) 

Wood 

Eskdalemuir 

1 

1 

Wood  (Colt) 

Wamphray 

1 

1 

Total 

2 i ...  ... 

2 

Houses  Erected  by  Private  Persons  with  Assistance  under 
The  Housing  (Scotland)  Acts;  1950  and  1952. 


Type  of  House 


Permanent 

Traditional 


Situation 

(Parish) 


Annan 
Dumfries 
Durisdeer  . . . 
Dryfesdale  ... 
Glencaim  . . . 

Half  Morton 
Hoddom 
Kirkpatrick  -Fleming 
Penpont 
Tinwald 
Wamphray 


Total 


No.  of  Houses  of 


2 3 i 4 

apt  apt  j apt 


Total 


5 6 

apt  apt 


13 


Houses  Erected  by  Private  Persons  (without  Assistance). 


No.  of  Houses  of 

Type  of  House 

Situation 

1 

(Parish) 

2 

3 

* 

5 

6 

apt 

apt 

apt 

apt 

apt 

or  j 

more 

Permanent 

Annan 

... 

1 

Traditional 

Cummortrees 

. • . 

i 

Dumfries 

2 

12 

3 

i 

Kirkmahoc 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Kirkpatrick -Fleming 

... 

1 

... 

...  j 

Kirkpatrick -Juxta 

... 

1 

Lochmaben 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Morton 

1 

i 

Torthorwald 

i 

1 

... 

...  | 

Westerkirk 

... 

1 

... 

Colt 

Sanquhar  ... 

... 

... 

i 

Total  

3 

19 

5 

3 

Total 


1 
1 

18 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
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HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACTS,  1950  AND  1952. 

(a)  New  Houses  for  Agricultural  Workers. 

Proposals  for  the  erection  of  13  new  houses  for  agricultural 
workers  were  approved  and  grants  promised  by  the  Council  in 
terms  of  Section  3 of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1952,  during 
the  year. 

Thirteen  new  houses  for  agricultural  workers  were  completed, 
and  grants  in  respect  of  these  were  paid,  during  the  year. 

(b)  Improvements  to  Existing  Dwelling-houses,  with  Grants. 
Grants  were  promised  during  the  year  by  the  Council  for  the 

improvement  of  107  dwellings  and  in  the  same  period  grants  were 
paid  in  respect  of  151  improved  houses. 

Two  houses  were  provided,  by  the  Council,  by  the  conversion 
of  a former  rest-house,  under  Section  105  of  the  Housing  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1950. 

Housing  Inspections. 

A total  of  1 ,048  inspections  was  made  during  the  year,  these 
inspections  varying  from  investigation  of  the  domestic  quarrel  to 
the  more  serious  and  exacting  duty  of  preparing  Reports  under 
Section  9 of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950,  for  submission  to 
the  Council  to  effect  the  closure  or  demolition  of  unsatisfactory 
dwellings.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  continues  to  be  Father,  con- 
fessor and  Friend  to  all  who  occupy  or  are  forced  to  live  in  unsatis- 
factory houses  and  an  appeal  to  the  “Sanitary”  often  results  in  a 
happier  state  of  mind  if  it  does  not  attain  the  desired  new  house. 

The  following  figures  show  to  some  extent  the  more  important 
aspects  of  the  work  carried  out  under  the  Housing  Acts  with 
particular  reference  to  unsatisfactory  dwellings  : — 

1.  Number  of  Section  9 Reports  on  Unfit  houses  ...  ...  78 

2.  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  served  ...  ...  46 

3.  Number  of  Closing  Orders  served  ...  ...  ...  23 

4.  Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  ...  ...  ...  11 

5.  Number  of  Closing  Orders  recalled  ...  ...  ...  8 

The  figures  for  houses  closed  or  demolished  during  the  year 

are  as  follows  : — 

1.  Number  of  houses  demolished...  ...  ...  ...  42 

2.  Number  of  houses  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 
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Two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  visits  were  paid  to  accommo- 
dation occupied  by  applicants  for  Council  houses  and  to  Council 
houses  being  re-let  for  a second  or  subsequent  time.  These  in- 
spections are  made  to  ensure  that  infestations  are  not  transferred 
from  one  house  to  the  other  and,  more  important,  so  that  action  to 
close  or  demolish  unsatisfactory  houses  being  vacated  can  be 
expeditiously  taken. 

HOUSING  (REPAIRS  AND  RENTS)  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1954 
AND  THE  RENT  ACT,  1957. 

With  the  introduction  of  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  a few  property 
owners  intimated  their  intention  to  increase  the  rents  of  houses 
owned  by  them  and  in  consequence  16  applications  for  Certificate 
of  Disrepair  were  received  during  the  year.  Certificates  were 
granted  in  15  cases,  with  one  application  withdrawn. 

BUILDING  BYELAWS. 

The  medium  of  reconstruction  and  improvement  to  existing 
housing  accommodation  continues  to  be  the  greatest  single  factor 
in  preserving  the  amenities  of  the  Comity  and  at  the  same  time 
contributing  to  the  national  need  for  higher  living  standards. 
This  is  well  illustrated  in  the  following  table  showing  the  break- 
down of  the  400  plans  submitted  for  approval  under  the  Council  s 
Building  Byelaws,  during  the  period  under  review  : — 

Nature  of  proposed  work.  Number. 

New  Business  Premises  (excluding  Shops  and  Factories)  ...  1 

Alterations  to  Business  Premises  (excluding  Shops  and 

Factories)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Alterations  to  Existing  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

New  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  5 

Alterations  to  Existing  Shops  ... 

New  Farm  Buildings  (excluding  Dairy  Premises)  ...  ...  15 

Alterations  to  Existing  Farm  Buildings  (excluding  Dairy 

Premises) 

Alterations  and  Additions  to  Dairy  Premises  ...  ...  13 

New  Private  Garages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  43 


Carry  forward 


100 
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Nature  of  proposed  work.  Number. 

Brought  forward  ...  100 

New  Permanent  Houses  (Private  Enterprise)  ...  ...  43 

New  Temporary  Houses  (Private  Enterprise)  ...  ...  4 

Alterations  to  Existing  Dwelling-houses  ...  ...  ...  199 

New  Halls  and  Public  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Alterations  to  Halls  and  Public  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  5 

Conversion  of  Premises  to  Dwelling-houses  ...  ...  ...  9 

Conversion  of  Dwelling-houses  to  Other  Purposes  ...  ...  6 

New  Pigsties,  Kennels,  Sheds,  Stores,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  12 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Total  400 


In  addition  to  the  above,  all  plans  in  respect  of  Comity  Council 
building  projects  including  houses  and  schools,  were  forwarded  to 
this  Department  for  comment  and  adjustment. 


PROVISION  OF  SANITARY  FACILITIES. 


The  table  below  shows  the  provision  of  sanitary  facilities  in 
existing  houses  and  the  number  of  houses  provided  with  new  or 
improved  drainage  facilities  plus  the  number  of  houses  into  which 
water  has  been  introduced.  The  progress  represented  by  these 
figures  is  very  gratifying  and  especially  so  when  it  is  appreciated 
that  in  addition  to  the  actual  facility  afforded,  there  is  the  corres- 
ponding decrease  in  the  number  of  insanitary  appliances,  defective 
drains,  pump  wells,  etc.,  in  use. 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  full  range  of  sanitary 

fittings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  149 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  W.C.’s  and  sinks  only  18 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  W.C.’s  only  ...  ...  62 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  sinks  only  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  baths  and/or  wash 

basins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Total  number  of  houses  provided  with  improved  sani- 

tary  facilities  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  271 


Number  of  houses  provided  with  new  or  improved  dram- 

age  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  247 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  an  indoor  water  supply  7 1 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 

In  addition  to  the  information  supplied  by  Mr  Fletcher,  the 
County  Engineer,  at  the  beginning  of  this  report,  the  following 
indicates  the  more  intimate  duties  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  w ith 
particular  reference  to  the  rural  areas  who  still  depend  on  private 
water  supplies  : — 

Number  of  samples  of  water  taken  from  public  supplies  87 

Number  of  samples  of  water  taken  from  private  supplies 

Number  of  samples  of  water  taken  from  proposed  new 
private  supplies  

Number  of  samples  of  water  taken  following  complaints 

(private  supplies)  --  I 

122 


Samples  of  water  are  taken,  as  a routine  measure,  from  all 
Local  Authority  supplies  at  points  pre-determined  so  as  to  ensure 
“coverage”  of  the  supplies  passing  through  all  main  pipes,  tanks, 
etc. 

In  the  sampling  of  existing  private  supplies,  proposed  new 
sources  of  supply  and  in  the  case  of  complaints  concerning  private 
water  supplies,  surveys  of  the  catchment  areas  are  carried  out  and 
investigations  made  of  storage  and  delivery  arrangements. 

In  all,  except  very  infrequent  eases,  samples  are  taken  both 
for  chemical  analysis  and  for  bacteriological  examination. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-three  applications  for  permission  to 
connect  to  the  Council’s  water  mains  were  reported  on  during  the 
vear.  By  this  arrangement  it  can  be  ensured  that  the  sanitary 
fittings  to  be  supplied,  as  well  as  the  drainage  system,  at  the 
respective  properties,  are  satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE. 

The  supervision  and  testing  of  all  new  and  improved  drainage 
and  plumbers’  pipes  entailed  the  application  of  842  tests. 

Thirty -nine  drainage  sketches  and  plans  were  prepared  for  the 
guidance  of  architects  and  contractors  and.  in  addition,  stock 
drawings  giving  details  of  the  one-pipe  system  of  drainage,  septic 
tanks,  drain  ramps,  etc.,  were  made  available. 
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Fifty-eight  applications  for  permission  to  connect  to  the 
Council’s  sewers  were  also  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Forty-three  notifications  of  proposed  new  drainage  discharges 
to  rivers  and  streams  were  furnished  to  the  Solway  River  Purifica- 
tion Board. 

The  following  table  details  the  drainage  works  carried  out  at 


various  types  of  properties  : — 

Number  of  existing  houses  provided  with  new  or  im- 
proved drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  247 

Number  of  existing  shops  provided  with  new  or  im- 
proved drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  existing  factories  provided  with  new  or  im- 
proved drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  existing  public  buildings  provided  with  new 

or  improved  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  (Scotland),  1932. 

Article  4 of  these  Regulations  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Local 
Authority  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations,  and  these 
duties  entail  (1)  the  inspection  of  all  animals  killed,  the  meat  of 
which  will  be  used  for  human  consumption  ; (2)  the  inspection 
and  registration  of  Meat  Stores  to  be  provided  by  persons  who  sell 
meat  but  do  not  keep  open  shop  ; (3)  the  inspection  and  registra- 
I tion  of  all  Cold  Stores  in  the  District  ; and  (4)  the  keeping  of 
records  of  all  animals  slaughtered  both  in  Public  and  Private 
Slaughter-houses.  These  duties  are  performed  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  who  are  qualified  for  this  type  of  work  in  six  of  the 
i slaughter-houses  controlled  by  my  Department  for  this  purpose, 
the  meat  inspection  being  carried  out  at  the  remaining  slaughter- 
•- house  by  the  Superintendent.  Although  a comprehensive  service 
is  maintained  in  this  field,  this  is  only  achieved  through  long  and 
iirregular  hours  worked  by  the  officers  responsible  and  in  order  to 
(attain  an  even  more  strict  control  of  all  meat  slaughtered  for 
Ihumar  consumption  and  at  the  same  time  embrace  the  work  of  the 
seventh  slaughter-house  by  qualified  personnel,  it  may  be  necessary 
ho  increase  the  qualified  staff. 
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Meat  Stokes. 

One  certificate  in  respect  of  storage  accommodation  was 
issued  during  the  year  to  a Butcher  not  keeping  open  shop  for  the 
sale  of  meat  or  meat  food  products  in  terms  of  Regulation  15(1) 
of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  (Scotland),  1932.  This 
certificate  was  issued  consequent  upon  improvements  having 
been  carried  out  to  the  storage  premises. 

In  the  Comity  (excluding  the  Burgh  of  Dumfries)  the  number 
of  animals  slaughtered  for  human  food,  was  319,853,  comprised 
as  follows  : — 


The  following  tables  show  the  various  classes  of  animals 
slaughtered  at  the  seven  slaughter-houses  and  the  number  of 
carcases  wholly  or  partially  condemned  on  account  of  disease  or 
injury.  Separate  tables  show  the  reasons  for  the  condemnation. 


Cattle  . . . 
Calves  ... 
Sheep  . . . 
Pigs  ... 


2,647 

41,727 

251,094 

24,385 
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PUBLIC  ABATTOIRS. 
Thornhill. 


Class  of 
Animal 

Nui 

nber  of  Animals 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Meat 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle  ... 

416 

5 

V 

2,946 

2,047 

Sheep  ... 

9,401 

35 

27 

1,453 

473 

Pigs  ... 

148 

6 

8 

570 

211 

Calves . . . 

11,765 

23 

15 

933 

140 

Totals  ... 

21,730 

69 

57 

5,902 

2,871 

[Reasons  fob  Condemnation  : — 


[Disease  or  Condition 

Wholly  Condemned 

Partially  Condemned 

Cattle 

Sheep  Pigs 

Calves 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Septic  Pericarditis 
Emaciation  and 

2 

...  1 ... 

... 

... 

Oedema  ... 

2 

Fever 

i 

6 2 

16 

. . . 

Emaciation 

21 

Septic  Pneumonia 

... 

4 3 

... 

... 

... 

Septic  Metritis 
Bruising 

2 

... 

... 

(Extensive) 

. . , 

2 

3 

Immaturity 

...  ... 

4 

. . . 

Oedema 
Fractures  and 

1 

... 

Bruising  ... 

... 

5 

6 

2 

15 

Arthritis  ... 

... 

... 

2 

21 

6 

Totals 

5 

35  6 

23 

7 

27 

8 

15 
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Arman. 


Class  of 
Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Meat 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle  ... 

656 

4 

5 

1,582 

772 

Sheep  ... 

7,856 

18 

12 

725 

; 151 

Pigs  ... 

810 

6 

5 

515 

79 

Calves  ... 

1,102 

10 

2 

355 

1 31 

Totals  ... 

10,424 

37 

24 

3,177 

1,033 

Reasons  fob  Condemnation  : — 


Disease  or  Condition 

Wholly  Condemned 

Partially  Condemned 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Cattle  Sheep  Pigs  Calves 

Septicaemia 

1 

. . . 

... 

...  ...  ^ 

Fever 

1 

6 

1 

10 

Fever  and  Jaundice 

2 

... 

... 

Septic  Metritis 

... 

4 

Emaciation 

1 

... 

... 

...  ...  ; ...  1 ... 

Bruising 

(Extensive) 

... 

7 

... 

...  j ...  ... 

Erysipelas... 

... 

3 

...  ; ...  ...  ... 

Septic  Pneumonia 

... 

... 

1 

•••  •••  

Bruising  ... 

... 

... 

... 

5 ...  ...  2 

Arthritis  ... 

... 

... 

... 

...  12  5 

Totals 

4 

18 

5 

10 

5 12  5 2 

Cysticercus  bo  vis  — 2 

(Passed  after  refrigeration.) 

Tuberculosis.  6 pigs  affected  with  tuberculosis  of  head  only. 

3 pigs  affected  with  tuberculosis  of  mesenteric  nodes  only. 
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Lockerbie. 


Class  of 
Animal 

Nui 

nber  of  Anim 

als 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Meat 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle  ... 

1,454 

3 

9 

1,326 

1,889 

Sheep  ... 

123,543 

37 

39 

1,609 

346 

Pigs  ... 

529 

2 

2 

94 

12 

Calves  ... 

28,763 

43 

2 

1,728 

319 

Totals  ... 

154,289 

85 

52 

4,757 

• 2,566 

Reasons  fob  Condemnation  : — 


Disease  or  Condition 

■Wholly  Condemned 

Partially  Conden 

med 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Emaciation  and 
Oedema  ... 

1 

20 

3 

Fever 

2 

6 

2 

23 

. . . 

... 

2 

Septic  Pneumonia 

4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Septic  Metritis 

... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Bruising 

(Extensive) 

... 

2 

7 

10 

Immaturity 

... 

10 

... 

... 

... 

Oedema 

... 

5 

5 

... 

... 

Fractures  and 
Bruising  ... 

2 

21 

... 

2 

Arthritis  ... 

... 

... 

... 

8 

... 

Totals 

3 

37 

2 

43 

9 

39 

2 

2 
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PRIVATE  SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 


Thornhill  Bacon  Factory. 


Class  of 
Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Meat 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Pigs  ... 

22,849 

26 

52 

4,354 

9,191 

Reasons  for  Condemnation  : — 


Disease  or  Condition 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Pigs 

Pigs 

Tuberculosis 

1 

Fever  ... 

12 

... 

Suffocation 

2 

... 

Septic  Pneumonia 

3 

... 

Swine  Erysipelas 

3 

... 

Septic  Peritonitis 

1 

... 

Pyaemia 

3 

... 

Oedema... 

1 

... 

Arthritis 

33 

Abscesses 

7 

Bruising 

12 

Totals 

26 

52 

Other  Details  : — 

No.  of  pigs  found  with  tuberculosis  of  head  only  ...  ...  ...  253 

No.  of  pigs  found  with  tuberculosis  in  mesenteric  nodes  and  head 

only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  “8 

No.  of  pigs  found  with  tuberculosis  in  mesenteric  nodes  only  ...  199 
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Racks. 


Class  of 
Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in 
ru« 

Weight  in 

! 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Condemned 

Meat 

Condemned 

Offal 

Cattle  ...  | 

... 

Sheep  ... 

59,746 

44 

16 

1,973 

3,027 

Pigs  ... 

Calves 

95 

5 

1 

234 

59 

Totals  ... 

59,841 

49 

17 

2,207 

3,086 

Reasons  fob  Condemnation  : — 


Wholly  Condemned 

Partially  Condemned 

Disease  or  Condition 

Cattle 

Sheep  Pigs 

Calves 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Fever 

14 

5 

Septic  Pneumonia 

3 

Septic  Metritis 

17 

Emaciation 
Arthritis  ... 
Bruising  ... 

10 

... 

16 

1 

Totals 

44 

5 

16 

... 

1 
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Dornock. 


Class  of 
Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Meat 

Weight  in 
lbs. 

Condemned 

Offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Sheep  ... 

50,083 

19 

13 

622 

845 

Pigs  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Calves  ... 

2 

... 

Totals  ... 

50,085 

19 

13 

622 

845 

Reasons  fob  Condemnation  : — 


Disease  or  Condition 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Sheep 

Sheep 

Emaciation 

12 

... 

Septic  Pneumonia 

3 

... 

Fever 

4 

... 

Arthritis  and  Bruising 

... 

13 

Totals 

19 

13 
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Langholm. 


Class  of 
Animal 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  in 

Weight  in 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Condemned 

Meat 

Condemned 

Offal 

Cattle  ... 

121 

... 

1 

26 

151 

Sheep  ... 

465 

2 

2 

84 

23 

Pigs  ... 

49 

... 

Calves  ... 

... 

Totals  ... 

635 

2 

3 

110 

174 

Reasons  for  Condemnation  : — 


Disease  or  Condition 

Wholly  Condemned 

Pa 

rtially  Condemned 

Cattle  Sheep  Pigs 

Calves 

Cattle 

Sheep  Pigs 

Calves 

Emaciation 

1 

Fever 

1 

Arthritis  ... 

2 

Bruising  ... 

... 

1 

Totals 

2 

... 

1 

2 ! ... 

The  total  amount  of  fresh  meat  and  offal  condemned  amoun- 
ted to  40,895  lbs.,  comprising  21,129  lbs.  of  meat  and  19,766  lbs. 
of  offal. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1956. 

Unsound  Food. 

In  the  course  of  routine  inspection,  or  on  request,  the  food- 
stuffs as  shown  on  the  following  table  were  examined  in  whole- 
sale and  retail  premises  in  the  landward  area  of  the  County  and  in 
the  Burghs  of  Annan,  Langholm,  Lockerbie,  Lochmaben,  Moffat 
and  Sanquhar,  and  seized  with  the  consent  of  the  owners  in  terms 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956  : — 
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Tinned  Foodstuffs  Seized. 



Weight 


Description  lbs.  ozs. 

£ 


2 tons,  3 cwts.,  4 sts.,  10  lbs.,  2 ozs. 

The  total  weight  of  all  the  foodstuffs  condemned,  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption,  during  1957  was  20  tons,  8 cwts.,  5 sts., 
1 1 lbs.,  2 ozs. 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs. 

In  this  the  first  full  year  in  which  the  whole  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956,  have  been  administered 
by  this  Department,  229  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst.  The  following  tables  show  the  various  commodi- 
ties sampled  and  the  action  taken  in  respect  of  those  found  on 
analysis  to  be  non-genuine. 


Samples  Taken  : — 


Article 

N 

Proc 

0. 

ured 

No. 

terat 

othe 

giv 

rise 

irreg 

it 

adul- 
ed  or 
rwise 
ing 
to 
ular- 

y 

Article 

No. 

Procured 

No. 

tera 

othe 

giv 

rise 

irreg 

i 

adul- 
ed  or 
rwise 
ing 
to 
ular- 
ty 

F. 

i. 

F. 

I. 

F. 

T. 

F. 

I. 

(a)  Foodstuffs. 

Baking  Powder 

i 

Orange  Juice 

1 

Baking  Soda 

2 

Oatmeal 

1 

Butter  

i 

Pepper,  Black 

1 

Cake  Mix  

i 

Pepper,  White 

3 

Cheese  

2 

Pepper,  Ground 

1 

Chicken,  Minced 

i 

Pie  Filling  ... 

1 

Chocolate  

i 

Pudding  Mixture 

1 

Cocktails  

i 

Rice,  Creamed 

1 

... 

Coffee  

2 

Rice,  Ground 

1 

Coffee  and  Chicory 

Rum  Butter 

1 

Essence  

2 

Salmon,  Tinned 

2 

Colouring, 

Sausages,  Link 

i 

Artificial 

i 

Sausages,  Skinless  ... 

i 

Confections 

3 

Sausages,  Slicing 

2 

Com  Flour 

1 

Seasonings 

2 

Cream,  Frozen 

1 

Suet,  Beef  ... 

i 

Cream,  Tinned 

1 

Sugar 

i 

Cream  of  Tartar 

2 

Tea 

2 

Currants  

i 

Treacle  

i 

Dripping  

i 

Vinegar,  Malt 

i 

Fish  Cakes 

i 

Whisky 

26 

2 

Fish  Pastes  and 

Spreads  ... 

4 

(b)  Drugs. 

Flour,  Self-Raising  ... 

2 

Almond  Oil 

i 

Honey  

1 

Aspirin 

i 

■ Ice  Cream  

30 

Benzoin,  Compouud 

Jams  and  Jellies 

1 

Tincture  

i 

Jellies,  Table 

5 

1 

Camphorated  Oil 

i 

Lard 

1 

Castor  Oil  

i 

Lemon  Barley  Water 

1 

Epsom  Salts 

i 

Lemon  Cheese 

1 

Glycerine  

2 

Lemon  Curd 

i 

Glucose  Tablets 

i 

Lemon  Juice 

2 

Gregory’s  Powder  . . . 

i 

Liqueur  

1 

Headache  Powders  . . . 

2 

Margarine 

2 

Iodine,  Tincture  of  ... 

i 

Marzipan  

i 

Liver  Salts 

i 

Meat,  Luncheon 

... 

i 

... 

Olive  Oil 

3 

Meringue  Powder  . . . 

i 

Milk,  Sweet  ... 

32 

21 

3 

1 

Totals  ... 

74 

155 

13 

•> 

Milk,  Channel  Island 

1 

1 

Milk,  Condensed 

l 

Milk,  Evaporated  ... 

1 

Mince 

16 

5 

8 

Mineral  Waters 

i 

Mustard 

i 
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Owing  to  the  large  quantities  of  poultry  exposed  for  sale 
during  the  Christmas  season  it  was  felt  necessary  to  conduct  some 
examination  into  the  condition  of  these  when  offered  for  sale. 
In  consequence,  all  shops  selling  poultry  were  visited  and  the 
poultry  examined.  This  inspection  was  not  exhaustive  but  served 
to  indicate  that  more  rigid  control  could  well  be  exercised  over 
this  commodity  in  future. 

The  adulterated  or  non-genuine  or  irregular  formal  samples 
were  dealt  with  as  follows  : — 


Article. 

Action  Taken. 

Article. 

Action  Taken. 

Mince 

Warning  letter  sent. 

Mince 

Warning  letter  sent. 

Mince 

Fined  £10. 

Milk 

Verbal  warning  given. 

Mince 

Fined  £8. 

Milk 

Submitted  to  Procura- 

Mince 

Fined  £5. 

tor-Fiscal.  Case 

withdrawal. 

Mince 

Fined  £5. 

Milk 

Verbal  warning  given. 

Mince 

Fined  £10. 

Whisky 

Fined  £5. 

Mince 

Fined  £6. 

Whisky 

Fined  £10. 

Of  the  two  informal  samples  one  was  found  to  be  falsely 
labelled  and  the  other  adulterated.  In  the  case  of  the  false  labelling, 
this  matter  was  taken  up  at  National  level.  In  the  case  of  the 
adulterated  sample,  this  was  followed  by  formal  samples  being 
taken. 

One  of  the  whisky  prosecutions  was  taken  under  Section  6 of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland)  Act,  1956. 

Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations 
(Scotland),  1927  (as  amended). 

On  account  of  the  number  of  contraventions  of  these  regula- 
tions it  was  apparent  that  the  persons  concerned  were  not  aware 
of  their  obligations  and  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  visit  the 
premises  concerned  for  the  purpose  of  explaining  the  terms  of  the 
Regulations.  In  this  connection,  34  visits  were  made. 

Food  Hygiene. 

It  is  unfortunate  and  disheartening  that  the  anticipated 
regulations  to  be  made  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Scotland) 
Act,  1956,  to  enforce  the  cleanliness  of  premises,  equipment  and 
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the  handling  of  food  have  not  yet  been  issued,  as  I feel  that  the 
magnificent  response  of  both  the  general  public  and  the  shop- 
keepers to  this  cause  following  the  exhibitions  held  throughout 
the  County  in  1956,  has  been  lost. 

Although  a certain  amount  of  progress  has  been  made  by  way 
of  voluntary  arrangement  in  a number  of  food  premises,  these 
responses  only  came  from  the  reputable  firms  and  the  real  culprits 
in  this  respect  continue  to  enjoy  the  lack  of  supervision  necessary 
to  this  aspect  of  public  health.  This  highly  dangerous  state  is 
likely  to  persist  until  the  enforcement  of  a code  of  practice  is 
available. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  a great  burden  of  responsi- 
bility in  this  connection  rests  on  the  shoulders  of  the  general 
public  in  their  ability  to  refuse  to  trade  with  the  less  scrupulous 
trader  and  to  this  end  I feel  it  is  a duty  of  the  Local  Authority 
to  publicise  this  responsibility  by  in  forming  the  general  public 
of  their  obligations  on  this  behalf  at  every  available  opportunity. 

During  the  year  every  effort  was  made  by  the  staff  on  routine 
inspections  of  food  premises  to  convey  to  the  managements  con- 
cerned the  importance  of  cleanliness  in  handling  and  storing  food 
with  particular  reference  to  personal  cleanliness  of  staff.  However, 
without  statutory  authority  this  is  indeed  a punitive  measure  to 
deal  with  such  an  important  problem  and  before  any  real  progress 
can  be  made  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  the  promised  regulations. 

Two  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  were  investigated  during 
the  year  and  a brief  summary  of  the  action  taken  is  as  follows  : — 

One  of  the  outbreaks  occurred  within  the  boundaries  of  a 
: neighbouring  authority  and  as  a number  of  the  people  affected 
presided  in  the  landward  area  of  the  County  notifications  of  these 
were  intimated  to  my  Department  and  thirty-four  people  were 
^interviewed.  The  results  of  these  interviews  were  forwarded  to 
"the  Local  Authority  concerned. 

The  other  outbreak  occurred  at  a Public  Works  site  and 
•originated  from  meals  served  from  the  permanent  canteen  on  the 
*site  ; in  all,  79  persons  were  affected  and  sought  medical  treat- 
ment ; in  no  case  were  the  symptoms  severe  enough  to  merit 
i ad  mission  to  hospital.  Notification  of  this  outbreak  was  received 
flat  approximately  1 1 a.m.  on  the  morning  of  the  onset,  and  66  of 
'the  persons  affected  were  interviewed  and  from  this  information 
• received  it  was  possible  to  deduct  from  the  time  of  illness  and  the 


68 


common  food  eaten  that  the  tea-meal  served  on  the  previous 
evening  at  the  canteen  was  suspect.  It  transpired  that  all  the 
people  affected  had  partaken  of  cold  roast  pork,  which  was  the 
main  item  for  this  meal.  The  remaining  portions  of  this  commo- 
dity were  seized  with  the  owner’s  consent,  and  from  each  portion 
seized  a sample  was  forwarded  to  the  Area  Bacteriologist  for 
examination.  In  addition,  faecal  smears  were  taken  for  examina- 
tion, but  in  neither  case  was  it  possible  to  Isolate  the  organism 
responsible  for  the  outbreak.  From  the  investigations  carried  out 
the  health  and  cleanliness  of  the  kitchen  staff  and  food  handlers 
appeared  to  be  quite  satisfactory,  the  one  suspect  feature  of  the 
kitchen  practice  being  the  pre- cooking  of  large  pieces  of  pork  and 
allowing  these  to  cool  naturally.  As  14  gigots  of  pork  weighing 
260  lbs.  were  used  in  the  preparation  of  this  meal,  it  is  quite 
possible  that  several  but  not  all  of  these  gigots  were  unsatisfactory, 
and  the  manner  in  which  these  were  served  would  result  in  all  of 
the  unsatisfactory  pieces  being  dispensed  over  the  counter  of  the 
canteen.  The  investigations  were  completed  and  the  samples 
submitted  for  examination  at  5 p.m.  on  the  day  of  notification. 


LABELLING  OF  FOOD,  1953. 

The  Provisions  of  this  Order  were  carried  out.  but  no  contra- 
ventions were  found  other  than  the  instance  mentioned  under 
Food  and  Drugs  Sampling,  and  this  has  not  yet  been  resolved. 


ICE  CREAM  REGULATIONS,  1948. 

Samples  of  ice  cream  taken  for  Bacteriological  Examination 
during  1957  numbered  60.  Of  these,  54  were  satisfactory  and  6 
unsatisfactory,  one  because  of  presence  of  B.  coli  and  five  because 
of  a high  bacterial  count. 

In  addition,  seven  samples  were  taken  of  ice  cream  flavourings. 
Bacteriological  Examination  of  these  showed  that  five  were  satis- 
factory and  the  remaining  two  unsatisfactory,  one  on  account  of 
a high  bacterial  count  and  one  because  of  the  presence  of  Bacillus 
coli. 

Samples  of  ice  cream  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  during  1957  numbered  30.  These  samples  proved  to  be 
genuine  on  analysis. 
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Registrations  granted,  cancelled,  etc.,  in  1957  Premises  Vehicles 


Registrations  in  force  at  31st  December,  1956  ...  41  17 

Registrations  granted  during  1957  ...  ...  ...  2 4 

Registrations  cancelled  during  1957  ...  ...  ...  — — 

Registrations  discontinued  during  1957  ...  ...  4 6 

Registrations  in  force  at  31st  December,  1957  ...  39  15 

Details  of  Premises  in  use  : — 

Registered  for  Manufacture  and  Storage  ...  ...  ...  2 

Registered  for  Manufacture,  Storage  and  Sale  ...  ...  12 

Registered  for  Storage  and  Sale  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Details  of  Vehicles  in  Use: — 

Large  Vans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Small  Vans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . ...  4 

Tricycles,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  visits  were  paid  to  ice  cream 
premises  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the  administration 
of  the  Regulations. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  (PREVENTION  OF  CRUELTY) 
(SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1955. 

Special  consideration  was  given  during  routine  inspections  to 
the  requirements  of  the  above  Regulations  and  in  no  case  was 
there  any  evidence  of  contravention. 

Slaughter-houses  Act,  1954. 

Although  there  are  seven  slaughter-houses  at  which  the 
inspection  of  meat  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council 
only  four  of  these  are  within  the  landward  area,  the  others  being 
within  the  Burghs  of  Annan,  Langholm  and  Lockerbie.  Of  the 
four  slaughter-houses  in  the  landward  area  of  the  County  one  is  a 
public  abattoir  available  to  all,  providing  for  the  slaughter  of 
cattle,  sheep  and  pigs ; two  are  private  slaughter-houses  (regis- 
tered under  the  Slaughter-houses  Act,  1954)  engaged  in  the 
slaughter  of  sheep  and  calves  for  the  “export”  market  and  the 
remaining  slaughter-house  is  a private  slaughter-house  (registered 
under  the  Slaughter-houses  Act,  1954)  concerned  with  the  slaughter 
of  pigs  for  bacon  curing. 

These  premises  are  visited  regularly  (daily  iu  some  cases  and 
two  or  three  times  per  week  in  others)  and  were  found  to  be 
maintained  in  a satisfactory  state  of  cleanliness. 
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Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. 


Offensive  Trades. 


In  addition  to  the  slaughter-houses  previously  mentioned  in 
this  report  at  the  end  of  1957  there  were  four  firms  carrying  on  one 
or  more  of  the  businesses  listed  as  “offensive  trades  in  Section 
32  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897.  These  trades  were 


Blood  Boiler  ...  ...  1 

Bone  Boiler...  ...  ...  1 

Tallow  Melter  ...  ...  3 

Skin  and  Hide  Factor  ...  1 


Knacker  ...  ...  ...  1 

Manure  Manufacturer  ...  1 

Tripe  Cleaner  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  ...  ...  0 


There  is  some  little  difficulty  in  defining  the  limits  of  several 
of  these  “trades”  as  some  of  the  “trades”  are  subsidiary,  almost- 
integral,  to  others.  However,  the  operators  continue  to  be  licensed 
in  respect  of  their  principal  trade  or  trades. 

Routine  aud  pre-licence  inspections  were  carried  out,  when  the 
premises  were  found  to  be  maintained  in  a satisfactory  maimer. 

At  one  of  the  principal  premises  major  reconstruction  works 
are  proposed — this  has  been  the  subject  of  meetings  on  the  site  so 
that  the  proposals,  when  plans  are  submitted,  will  be  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  the  disposal  of  offal 
and  viscera  surplus  to  the  requirements  of  the  local  by-products 
firms.  It  frequently  happens  that  fluctuating  market  demands 
for  some  by-products  of  animal  slaughter  makes  it  uneconomical 
to  process  same. 

One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  experienced  as  regards  the 
conduct  of  these  “offensive  trade”  premises  is  the  difficulty  of 
efficient  sewage  treatment.  Unsatisfactory  effluent  can  very 
quickly  deleteriously  affect  a stream  and  difficulties  have  also 
been  experienced  at  a small  sewage  disposal  works.  In  the  routine 
inspections  of  slaughter-houses  and  offensive  trade  premises  a 
great  deal  of  attention  has  to  be  paid  to  fat  arrestment  in  drains, 
periodic  cleansing  of  traps,  settling  and  septic  tanks,  etc. 

Complaints. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  the 
complaints  dealt  with  during  the  year  : — 
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Nature  of  Complaint. 

(a)  Structural  and  other  defects  of  dwelling- 

houses,  including  dampness 

(b)  Choked  and  defective  drains  and  def- 

ective sanitary  conveniences  ... 

(c)  Inadequate  and  unsatisfactory  water 

supplies  ... 

(d)  Overcrowding 

(e)  Offensive  Smells  ... 

(f ) Accumulations  of  refuse 

(g)  Infestation  by  pests 

(h)  Pollution  of  streams  and  ditches 

(i)  Dirty  houses 

(j)  Others 


Number 

Reported. 

49 

16 

5 

6 
1 

10 

12 

4 

5 
22 


Number 

Abated. 

12 

16 

3 

3 

1 

6 

11 

2 

3 

14 


Totals 


130  71 


Sixteen  intimations  in  terms  of  Section  19  of  the  Public 
Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  were  served.  It  was  not  found 
necessary  to  serve  any  Section  20  notices.  Other  cases  were 
withdrawn  from  the  Nuisance  Register  and  dealt  with  under 
the  Housing  Acts  and  the  Water  Act. 

Whereas  it  is  comparatively  simple  to  effect  the  clearance  of  a 
choked  drain,  to  renew  a defective  convenience  or  effect  the 
removal  of  an  accumulation  of  refuse,  there  is  no  ready  remedy 
for  the  abatement  of  dampness  in  a house  and  for  other  structural 
defects  the  remedying  of  which  would  cost  more  than  the  worth 
of  the  house.  Since  the  majority  of  these  houses,  in  respect  of 
which  repeated  complaints  are  made,  are  suitable  subjects  for 
demolition  or  closing  the  real  and  final  remedy  is  the  re-housing 
of  the  occupiers  followed  by  demolition  or  closure. 

Dirty  Houses. 

Eleven  visits  were  paid  to  dirty  houses  during  the  year. 
Periodic  visiting  appears  to  be  the  only  appropriate  means  of 
dealing  with  the  occupiers  of  such  premises,  as  statutory  action 
seems  inappropriate  unless  the  prime  cause  of  the  conditions  is 
laziness,  whereas  it  is  often  found  that  old  age,  ill  health  and  the 
like,  are  the  contributory  factors. 
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Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

New  Byelaws  for  the  regulation  of  tents,  vans,  sheds  and 
similar  structures  were  made  and  enacted  by  the  Council  and 
confirmed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland  during  the  year. 

There  is  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  permanently- 
occupied  caravans  in  the  County.  These  are  occupied  (a)  by  per- 
sons unable  to  find  housing  accommodation,  (b)  by  persons  whose 
occupation  entails  frequent  “flitting”  and  (c)  by  persons  who 
appear  to  be  caravan-dwellers  by  choice. 

Seventeen  inspections  were  made  of  caravans  during  the 
year  plus  frequent  general  inspections  of  sites  at  which  a number 
of  caravans  were  located. 

Seasonal  Workers. 

The  numbers  of  seasonal  workers  accommodated  at  farms 
continue  to  decrease  each  year.  During  this  year  under  review, 
only  one  farm  employed  these  workers.  The  accommodation  and 
facilities  provided  were  inspected  prior  to,  and  during,  the  period 
of  occupation  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937-1948. 

The  total  number  of  Factories  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  114  Mechanical  and  5 Non-Mechanical,  plus  30  other 
premises  in  which  Section  7 of  the  principal  Act  is  enforceable 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  following  list  shows  the  trades  or  businesses  carried  on  in 
Factories  in  the  County  : — 


(a)  Mechanical. 


Aerated  Water 

...  1 

Iron  Foundry 

...  1 

Baking 

...  8 

Joiner 

...  15 

Blacksmith  ... 

...  10 

Knacker 

...  1 

Blood  Boiling 

...  1 

Laundry 

2 

Bobbins 

...  1 

Loco.  Repairs 

...  1 

Bone  Boiling 

...  1 

Manure  Manufacture 

...  1 

Boilermaldng 

...  1 

Meal  

2 

Boot  Repairs 

...  1 

Meat  Food  Products 

...  10 

Brass  Foundry 

...  1 

Motor  Vehicle  Repairs 

...  12 

Bricks 

...  4 

Pre  - cast  Concrete  . . . 

...  1 

Cattle  Food 

...  4 

Plumber 

o 

• • • w 
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(a)  Mechanical — continued. 


Cheese  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chemicals  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chipboard  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cycle  Repairs  ...  ...  1 

Drain  Pipes...  ...  ...  1 

Dressmaking  ...  ...  1 

Dry  Cleaning  ...  ...  1 

Egg  Grading  and  Packing  4 
Fertilisers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Firewood  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fowl  Plucking  ...  ...  1 

Golf  Ball  Repairs  ...  ...  1 

Grass  Drying  and  Grinding  1 
Ham  Curing  ...  ...  1 

(b)  Non-Mechanical. 

Blacksmith  ...  ...  1 

Joiner  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  Others. 

Electricity  Sub-Station  ...  1 

Pub  he  Building  Sites,  etc.  7 


Potato  Cleaning  and  Packing  1 


Poultry  Grit  ...  ...  1 

Quarrymasters  ...  ...  2 

Road  Plant  Repairs  ...  1 

Rubber  Goods  ...  ...  1 

Sawmill  ...  ...  ...  26 

Stone  Dressing  and  Sawing  2 
Tailor  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tallow  Melting  ...  ...  2 

Tarmacadam  ...  ...  2 

Tin  Baling  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tractor  Repairs  ...  ...  2 

Wooden  Ladders  ...  ...  1 


Plumber  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tailor  ...  ...  ...  2 

Laundry  (institutional)  ...  2 

Private  Building  Sites  ...  20 


Plans  were  approved  for  the  construction  of  one  new  factory 
and  in  respect  of  alterations  to  four  existing  factories. 

During  the  year  82  factory  visits  were  made  and  verbal 
intimation  given  where  defects  were  found.  In  addition,  five 
written  notices  were  issued  to  factory  owners  concerning  the 
lack,  insufficiency  or  unsuitability  of  sanitary  accommodation. 
An  additional  thirty  visits  were  made  to  housing  sites  in  con- 
nection with  the  provision  of  sanitary  facilities. 

With  regard  to  the  five  factories  in  the  County,  excluding  the 
Burghs,  in  respect  of  which  Certificate  as  to  Means  of  Escape  in 
Case  of  Fire  require  to  be  issued,  i.e.,  factories  in  which  more  than 
20  persons  are  employed,  three  such  certificates  were  issued. 
Alterations  at  the  remaining  two  factories  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  fire  escape  provisions  are  in  hand,  the  owners 
having  been  notified  in  writing  of  the  structural  or  other  alteration 
required. 

No  list  of  outworkers  was  received  during  the  year. 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956. 

The  interim  period  between  the  passing  of  the  Clean  Air 
Act  and  the  introduction  of  the  Regulations  to  be  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  is  being  utilised  to  great  benefit  by  discussion 
with  the  various  industries  concerned  in  the  first  instance  to  be 
followed  by  discussion  with  the  people  less  likely  to  cause  offence 
under  the  above  Statute.  This  form  of  approach  to  a major 
undertaking  of  this  nature  allows  the  Local  Authority  to  explain 
their  obligations  under  the  Act  to  the  people  concerned  and  at 
the  same  time  allows  discussions  of  the  problems  confronting 
Industry  in  implementing  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

We  are  fortunate  in  this  Area  to  have  a world-wide  manu- 
facturer directly  concerned  with  the  production  of  Boiler  equip- 
ment and  as  it  is  of  prime  importance  to  this  Industry  to  produce 
a Smokeless  product  the  results  of  their  researches  into  this 
problem  are  being  made  readily  available  through  their  kindness 
to  members  of  the  Staff.  A short  course  of  instruction  has  been 
arranged  with  this  Firm  for  all  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  Fuel 
Efficiency.  This  course  will  assist  greatly  in  the  administration 
of  the  Act  by  the  inspectorate  and  permit  them  to  advise  in  other 
instances. 

Atmospheric  pollution  is  not  one  of  the  major  problems  in  a 
rural  County  and  the  few  industrial  premises  which  do  occasionally 
give  cause  for  complaint  are  kept  under  strict  observation,  and  as  a 
nuisance  of  this  nature  is  a grave  and  costly  reflection  on  efficiency,  ■ 
it  is  a problem  which  will  in  time  resolve  itself  to  a great  extent. 
With  the  added  impetus  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  I am  convinced 
that  the  air  of  Dumfriesshire  will  hi  the  near  future  possess  those 
sterling  qualities  so  essential  to  good  health. 

Dust  Emissions. 

Two  industrial  projects  which  have  caused  some  concern 
during  the  year  under  review  by  emitting  excessive  dust  during 
their  processes  have  been  greatly  improved  without  recourse  to 
statutory  action.  These  are  : — 

A stone-crushing  and  asphalt  mixing  plant,  and 

A chipboard  manufacturing  factory. 

The  stone- crushing  plant  is  being  used  intermittently  in  con- 
junction with  road  improvements  and  repairs  on  A74  and  during 
the  drying  processes  prior  to  mixing  with  asphalt,  large  quantities 
of  stone  dust  and  earth  were  exhausted  from  the  drying  plant  and 
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settled  on  the  surrounding  countryside  and  particularly  on  and 
around  a fairly  large  catering  establishment.  The  firm  concerned 
was  approached  and  asked  to  pipe  the  cyclone  exhausts  to  a water 
tower  to  allay  the  fine  dust  and  when  this  work  was  completed  a 
marked  improvement  was  noted.  Observations  are  still  being 
maintained  on  this  plant  and  any  default  or  inefficiency  noted  and 
intimated  to  the  owners  who  continue  to  co-operate  with  the  result 
that  dust  emissions  are  now  being  maintained  at  the  minimum  level. 

The  chipboard  manufacturing  plant  is  presenting  a more 
complex  problem  as  the  rate  of  production  has  risen  with  the 
installation  of  new  machinery  and  the  dust  emissions  automatically 
rise  with  production.  Owing  to  the  fine  nature  of  this  dust,  it 
penetrates  into  dwellings  and  settles  out  over  a very  large  area, 
thereby  hindering  development  to  some  extent  and  making  the 
lot  of  the  housewife  in  the  area  a bit  more  exacting. 

Various  improvements  to  existing  plant  and  additional  new 
extracting  equipment  have  improved  the  extraction  rate  of  the 
dust  but  this  is  offset  to  a great  extent,  if  not  entirely  nullified, 
by  increased  production.  The  firm  concerned  is  most  co-operative 
in  trying  to  resolve  this  nuisance  and  is  at  present  carrying  out 
dust  extraction  experiments  in  their  local  plant  and  their  English 
counterpart. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 


Rats  and  Mice. 


Types  of  Properties 

No.  of 
Proper- 
ties In- 
spected 

Proper- 
ties 
found 
to  be  in- 
fested 
with 
Rats/ 
Mice 

Prop 

Clet 

erties 

ired 

Visits 

made 

(a) 

By  L.A. 

(b) 

Other- 

wise 

Sewage  Works  and  Refuse 

Tips 

21 

14 

14 

416 

Bchools 

8 

8 

8 

33 

Dwelling-houses 

12 

12 

12 

45 

Business  and  Industrial 

I Premises  

6 

6 

6 

45 

f Agricultural  Premises 

8 

8 

6 

2 

24 

•Waste  Land,  Embankments, 

I etc.  ... 

9 

8 

6 

2 

82 

tAreas  and  Block  Premises  . . . 

11 

9 

7 

71 

Slaughter -houses 

4 

3 

2 

1 

42 

Total 

79 

68 

61 

6 

758 

76 


Measures  taken  for  the  Discovery,  Prevention  and  Con- 
trol of  Rats  and  Mice. 

Discovery. — Infestations  are  discovered  (a)  by  the  Pests  Officer 
in  the  course  of  his  normal  control  duties,  and  (b)  by  the  District 
Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  course  of  their  duties  in  connection  with 
housing,  slaughter-houses,  offensive  trades,  etc.  In  addition, 
complaints  and  requests  for  assistance  are  received  from  house- 
holders, farmers,  and  other  persons. 

Prevention  and  Control. — Infestations  discovered  are  con- 
trolled by  poison  baiting  and/or  gassing.  Preventative  measures 
are  then  taken  including  the  rat-proofing  of  buildings  if  this  is 
practicable,  and  the  properties,  except  these  where  minor  infesta- 
tions occur,  are  periodically  re-visited  so  that  any  re-infestation 
may  be  immediately  checked.  At  properties  especially  liable  to  ■ 
re-infestation  token  baits  are  maintained.  In  this  category  are 
refuse  tips,  several  waste-land  areas,  and  where  blocks  or  areas 
have  been  treated. 

Lay-byes  on  trunk  roads  have  come  in  for  special  attention 
as  several  of  these  were  found  to  be  infested.  Rats  are  attracted 
to  these  because  of  the  food  debris  and  litter  desposited  there  by 
motorists  and  lorry  drivers. 

Some  of  the  areas  treated  have  included  disused  quarry 
premises  and  ruinous  buildings  while  the  unsatisfactory  keeping 
of  back-yard  poultry  has  also  been  found  to  be  responsible  for 
extensive  rat  infestation. 

Warfarin  continues  to  be  used  almost  exclusively  because  of 
its  very  good  effects  coupled  with  its  relative  safety.  The  baiting 
medium  is  ground  biscuit  waste,  apparently  as  good  a medium  as 
the  oatmeal  normally  used  and  less  expensive.  Some  gassing 
is  also  carried  out  but  this  is  limited  by  the  safety  factor. 

During  the  year  1,860  lbs.  of  bait  was  used  plus  70  lbs.  of 
poison  gas. 

Rabbits. 

The  control  of  rabbits  on  County  Council  property  is  under- 
taken by  the  Pests  Officer.  During  the  year  this  has  entailed 
disinfestation  measures  at  Barony  Farm,  Glenbrae  Quarry  and 
along  roadsides.  Gassing  is  the  method  used  against  rabbits. 
Thirty-seven  visits  were  paid  to  infested  premises. 


Insect  Pests. 

One  Local  Authority  tip  was  treated  with  tip  dressing  during 
the  year  as  an  anti-fly  measure. 

Some  assistance  was  given  to  householders  in  disinfestation 
against  fleas,  wasps,  ants  and  woodworm — twelve  houses  being 
treated. 

Shipping. 

One  ship  was  visited  in  connection  with  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  (Application  to  Shipping)  Order,  1951. 

CINEMATOGRAPH  ACTS,  1909  AND  1952. 

CINEMATOGRAPH  (SAFETY)  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS, 

1955. 

Eleven  visits  were  paid  to  the  three  cinemas  in  the  land- 
ward area  of  the  County  during  the  jrear  at  which  inspections 
were  made  of  exits,  safety  lighting,  fire  precautions  and  appliances, 
etc. 

All  the  major  and  minor  works  which  the  licence-holders 
were  required  to  cany  out  in  connection  with  the  Cinematograph 
(Safety)  (Scotland)  Regulations,  1955,  have  been  carried  out, 
with  the  exception  of  one  cinema  where  alterations  of  a major 
nature  were  required  to  some  parts  of  the  electrical  installation. 
The  delay  in  the  execution  of  these  works  is  caused  by  the  diffi- 
culty experienced  in  obtaining  certain  parts. 

During  routine  inspections,  faults  were  found  in  the  opera- 
tion of  the  safety  lighting  requirements  but  these,  upon  being 
notified  to  the  licencees,  were  speedily  remedied. 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1950. 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957. 

The  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957,  which 
came  into  operation  on  1st  June,  1957,  requires  that  waste  foods 
being  meat,  bones,  offal  or  any  broken  or  waste  foodstuffs  including 
refuse,  scraps  and  waste  which  have  been  in  contact  with  any 
meat,  bones,  offal,  etc.,  shall  not  be  fed  to  animals  or  poultry 
unless  such  foodstuffs  have  been  boiled  (at  a temperature  of  not 
less  than  212°F.  for  one  hour)  by  means  of  a plant  and  equip- 
ment in  respect  of  which  a licence  is  granted  by  the  Local  Autho- 
rity. The  requirement  that  all  such  waste  foods  be  boiled  applies 
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to  all  persons  utilising  such  food  for  animal  feeding  but  only 
those  persons  having  more  than  4 weaned  pigs  and  50  head  of 
poultry  require  to  be  licensed. 

All  persons  known  to  be  collecting  or  taking  delivery  of 
waste  foodstuffs  and  persons  known  to  be  keeping  pigs  were 
visited  and  the  requirements  of  the  Order  explained  to  them. 
In  several  cases  the  boiling  equipment  was  found  to  be  defective 
or  inefficient  and  repairs,  etc.,  were  carried  out. 

36  licences  to  operate  plant  and  equipment  were  issued. 


FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDINGSTUFFS  ACT,  1926. 

FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDINGSTUFFS  REGULATIONS,  1955. 

During  the  year  under  review  no  requests  from  purchasers 
were  received.  Eleven  test  or  informal  samples  were  taken  from 
stocks  held  by  the  various  suppliers  in  the  County  comprising 
8 fertilisers  and  3 feeding  stuffs. 

Some  of  the  test  samples  of  the  fertilisers  were  found  on 
analysis  not  to  comply  with  the  warranty  but  in  no  case  was  this 
prejudicial  to  the  customer. 
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SMALL  BU  RGHS. 


BURGH  OF  ANNAN. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  111  (57 
males,  54  females),  of  which  6 were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  61  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  80  (42  males, 
38  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  disease,  20  ; 
Cancer,  12  ; Apoplexy,  19.  Four  children  died  during  the  first 
year  of  life. 

Infectious  Disease. — Eleven  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
were  received  : Scarlet  Fever,  3 ; Whooping  Cough,  1 : Pneu- 
monia, 1 ; Respiratory  Tuberculosis,  5 ; Non-respiratory  Tuber- 
culosis, 1. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr  Tan  Gibson,  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Burgh  of 
Annan  : — 

Water  Supply. — Difficulty  was  experienced  during  the  summer 
months  in  maintaining  a sufficient  water  supply  for  the  burgh. 
At  one  period  a reserve  of  equivalent  to  13  hours’  supply  was 
available.  It  would  appear  that  major  works  of  improvement 
will  soon  require  to  be  carried  out.  The  two  mains  from  the 
reservoir  to  the  treatment  works  are  now  so  encrusted  that  they 
can  no  longer  deliver  a sufficient  volume  of  water  for  the  needs 
of  the  burgh.  It  is  probable  that  a new  main  will  require  to  be  laid. 

The  quality  of  the  water  was  satisfactory  at  all  times. 

New  recording  meters  will  be  installed  at  the  treatment 
works  early  in  1958. 

Drainage. — The  drainage  system  functioned  satisfactorily 
during  the  year. 

Offensive  Trades. — The  six  shrimp-peeling  factories  were 
maintained  in  a clean  condition. 

Housing. — A further  35  houses  were  completed  and  occupied 
during  the  year.  In  addition,  two  of  the  Town  Council’s  improve- 
ment schemes  consisting  of  nine  houses  were  also  completed. 
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Warrants  were  granted  by  the  Dean  of  Guild  Court  for  the 
erection  of  five  bungalows  by  private  enterprise,  and  five  major 
and  four  minor  warrants  for  the  improvement  of  privately-owned 
property. 

Six  improvement  grants  under  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act, 
1950,  were  approved  and  resulted  in  the  provision  of  six  fully 
fit  houses  in  place  of  the  original  eight. 

Slaughter-house. — No  improvements  were  undertaken  at  the 
slaughter-house.  Information  as  to  its  operation  and  to  meat- 
inspection  is  contained  in  the  Report  of  the  County  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal.— No  alterations  were  made  in 
the  arrangements  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse. 

Factories  and  Workshops.— The  general  working  conditions 
in  the  factories  within  the  burgh  continue  to  be  satisfactory  and 
few  defects  were  found  on  periodic  inspection. 


BURGH  OF  LANGHOLM. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  34  (18 
males,  16  females). 

During  the  year  13  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  53  (27  males, 
26  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  disease,  19  ; 
Cancer,  14  ; and  Apoplexy,  12.  There  were  no  deaths  of  children 
under  the  age  of  one  year. 

Infectious  Disease. — One  notification  of  infectious  disease 
was  received — a case  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr  A.  Brebner,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh  of 
Langholm  : — 

Water  Supply.— Throughout  the  year  an  adequate  and  whole- 
some supply  of  water  was  maintained  in  the  Burgh.  Samples  of 
the  supply  were  examined  chemically  and  bacteriologically  at 
quarterly  intervals  during  the  year. 

Drainage. — The  drainage  and  sewerage  system  has  been 
regularly  maintained  and  given  no  cause  for  complaint. 
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A second  report  from  the  consulting  engineers  has  been 
considered  by  the  Town  Council.  As  the  extent  of  the  proposed 
new  sewage  works  may  depend  largely  upon  the  probable  estab- 
lishment of  a County  composting  centre  no  action  will  be  taken 
until  the  practical  and  economical  aspects  of  such  a centre  have 
been  determined. 

Cleansing. — The  system  of  collection  and  disposal  continues 
as  in  former  years.  Rodent  control  at  High  Mill  tip  is  now  under- 
taken by  the  County  Health  Department  and  has  proved  verv 
satisfactory. 

Waste  paper  is  collected  weekly  and  a total  of  54  tons  was 
despatched  to  the  paper  mills. 

Housing. — During  the  3'ear  eight  three-apartment  and  four 
four-apartment  houses  were  erected  and  let  by  the  Local  Autho- 
rity- 

Five  privately-owned  houses  were  improved  and  grants 
approved  in  terms  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Acts,  1950  and  1952. 

Factories. — There  are  25  mechanical  and  4 non-mechanical 
factories  in  the  burgh.  One  case  of  inadequate  ventilation  was 
dealt  with. 

Nuisances. — Complaints  regarding  nuisances  were  of  a minor 
nature  and  no  action  other  than  verbal  intimation  to  remedy 
was  necessary. 

Slaughter-houses. — The  one  private  slaughter-house  in  the 
burgh  is  kept  scrupulously  clean  and  in  a good  state  of  repair. 

Offensive  Trades. — Ihere  is  one  skin  works  in  the  burgh. 
Inspections  were  made  periodically  throughout  the  year  and  the 
premises  were  in  as  reasonable  a state  of  cleanliness  as  the  trade 
will  allow. 

Burial  Grounds. — There  were  no  interments  in  the  burial 
ground  within  the  burgh. 

Schools. — Langholm  Academy  and  the  Infants’  School 
are  both  kept  clean  and  in  good  order. 


BURGH  OF  LOCHMABEN. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  34  (18 
males,  16  females)  of  which  one  was  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  16  marriages  were  registered. 
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Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  19  (5  males, 
14  females).  The  principal  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  disease, 
3 ; Cancer,  2 ; Apoplexy,  2. 

Infectious  Disease. — One  case  of  infectious  disease  was 
notified  during  the  year  ; the  patient  suffered  from  Scarlet 
Fever. 


Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

New  Houses. — Twelve  houses  were  under  construction  by 
the  Council  but  these  had  not  been  completed  and  occupied 
before  the  end  of  the  year. 

One  private  enterprise  house  was  completed  and  occupied 
during  the  year. 

Improvements  to  Houses. — Major  alterations  were  carried 
out  at  three  dwelling-houses,  in  each  case  with  the  assistance  of 
improvement  grant  under  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1950. 

Plans. — Ten  plans  were  submitted  for  approval  during  the 
year.  Sixteen  minor  warrants  were  issued  in  respect  of  minor 
alterations  at  houses,  the  erection  of  sheds,  greenhouses  and 
private  garages. 

Drainage. — Extension  works  were  begun  at  the  sewage 
disposal  works.  These  works  are  to  provide  new  coarse  screens, 
detritus  channels  with  incorporated  storm  overflow,  upward 
flow  settling  tank,  an  additional  filter  and  a humus  tank.  The 
present  septic  tank  will  be  used  as  a sludge  storage  tank.  The 
capacity  and  efficiency  of  the  works  will  thus  be  considerably 
increased. 

Desludging  of  the  tanks  was  carried  out  by  the  Comity 
Council  tanker  during  the  year.  In  other  respects  the  sewage 
disposal  works  and  the  sewage  system  functioned  satisfactorily, 
except  that  the  volume  of  sewage  continues  to  be  excessive. 

Forty-three  tests  were  applied  to  new  drains  and  plumbers’ 
pipes,  including  the  tests  applied  at  the  Council  houses  under 
construction. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  continued  in  good  supply  during 
the  year  and  marked  shortage  was  not  experienced. 

The  quality  of  the  water  was  satisfactory  as  shown  by  the 
results  of  the  samples  submitted  for  chemical  and  bacteriological 
analyses.  Four  samples  were  submitted  each  to  the  County 
Analyst  and  Area  Bacteriologist. 
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The  amount  of  water  used  in  the  burgh  is,  on  an  average, 
51,000  gallons  or  thereby  per  day,  which  represents  a consump- 
tion of  approximately  45  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

Refuse  Disposal. — Collection  and  disposal  arrangements 
continue  as  formerly  and  are  not  satisfactory.  The  disposal  tip, 
because  of  its  proximity  to  the  centre  of  the  burgh,  requires 
considerable  attention  to  prevent  nuisance  arising  from  fly- 
breeding, rat  infestation  and  from  dust,  smoke  and  waste  paper 
nuisance. 

Waste  paper  collection  continues  to  be  carried  on.  This 
appears  to  average  out  at  just  over  two  tons  of  paper  per  month. 

Factories’  Acts. — The  total  number  of  premises,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Factories’  Acts,  in  the  burgh  is  15.  For  the  most 
part  these  are  small  businesses  in  terms  of  persons  emploved  at 
the  premises.  Routine  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  in 
addition  to  visits  in  connection  with  alterations,  etc. 

Complaints. — Thirteen  complaints  were  dealt  with  during 
the  year.  Informal  action  was  taken  in  each  case  and  the  cause 
1 of  the  complaint  removed  or  ameliorated. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act.— The  refuse  tip  was 
maintained  in  a rat-free  condition  throughout  the  year. 

Waste  Food  Order,  1957. — The  provisions  of  this  Order  were 
explained  to  persons  keeping  pigs  and/or  poultry  in  excess  of 
the  numbers  as  given  in  the  Order. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956. — An  appraisal  was  made  of  premises 
liable  to  contravene  this  Act,  but  no  action  has  yet  been  taken. 


BURGH  OF  LOCKERBIE. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  47  (24  males, 
23  females),  of  which  2 were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  23  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  47  (20  males, 
27  females).  The  principal  causes  of  death  were:  Cancer,  11  ; 
Apoplexy,  6 ; Heart  disease,  12.  There  were  no  deaths  of  children 
under  the  age  of  one  year. 

Infectious  Disease. — Ten  notifications  of  infectious  disease 
were  received  : Scarlet  Fever,  3 ; Dysentery,  5 ; Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  2. 
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Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mi-  C.  MThail,  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Burgh  of 
Lockerbie  : — 

Water  Supply. — Plans  and  contract  documents  have  still 
not  been  received  from  the  consulting  engineers  for  the  proposed 
minimum  remedial  measures  which  are  to  be  carried  out  at  the 
reservoir. 

The  supply  was  well  maintained  throughout  the  year,  and 
regular  analyses  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  show  the  water 
to  be  suitable  for  domestic  use. 

Drainage. — The  drainage  and  sewerage  system  satisfactorily 
carried  out  its  function  without  giving  cause  for  complaints. 
All  new  connections  were  inspected  and  tested. 

Sewage  Purification. — Since  the  reconstruction  of  the  sewage 
works  was  completed  in  September,  1956,  the  final  effluent-  has 
never  been  satisfactory.  The  analyses  of  a large  number  of  spot 
samples  of  effluent  from  a cheese  factory  showed  a very  high 
B.O.D.  and  in  July,  1957,  samples  of  sewage  were  taken  at  half- 
hourly  intervals  from  manholes  on  the  main  sewer  above  and 
below  the  factory,  and  at  the  same  time  measurements  of  flow 
were  taken  at  each  manhole  by  means  of  \ -notch  weirs.  These 
tests  showed  that  the  discharge  from  the  factory  was  approxi- 
mately 68,000  gallons,  and  the  analyses  of  the  composite  samples 
showed  that  the  B.O.D.  of  the  sewage  was  increased  from  .>80 
p.p.m.  above  the  factory  to  1,020  p.p.m.  below  the  factory.  The 
Council’s  consulting  engineers  calculated  that  the  population 
equivalent  of  the  pollution  from  the  factory  was  <.143. 

As  a result  of  these  tests  the  Council  requested  assistance 
from  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research, 
Water  Pollution  Research  Laboratory,  and  a member  of  their 
staff  visited  the  sewage  works,  the  cheese  factory,  and  the  local 
slaughter-house  on  15th  August,  1957,  and  later  submitted  a 
very  comprehensive  report  to  the  Council,  a copy  of  which  was 
also  sent  to  the  Department  ot  Health  for  Scotland. 

The  Council  then  held  a meeting  with  the  directors  of  the 
factory  in  December,  1957,  together  with  the  Council  s consulting 
engineer  and  the  consulting  engineer  employed  by  the  Company. 
The  Company  accepted  certain  liability  for  the  unsatisfactory 
nature  of  the  sewage  works  final  effluent,  but  suggested  that 
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probably  the  recent  extension  to  the  local  slaughter-house  was 
also  a contributory  factor.  It  was  remitted  to  the  consulting 
engineers  of  both  parties  to  draw  up  a proposed  scheme  of  re-con- 
struction and/or  enlargement  at  the  sewage  works  which  would  be 
sufficient  to  deal  adequately  with  all  domestic  and  industrial 
effluents  from  the  town. 

The  consulting  engineers  have  already  had  a meeting  and 
have  agreed  in  principle  that  the  following  additional  works 
will  be  required  : — 

1.  Enlarged  filtering  capacity. 

2.  Alternating  double  filtration. 

3.  Re-circulation  of  final  effluent. 

4.  Additional  humus  tank  capacity. 

5.  Probably  sludge  drying  beds. 

The  only  two  items  on  which  they  have  not  reached  agree- 
ment are  (1)  the  method  to  be  adopted  to  ensure  continuous,  or 
almost  continuous,  desludging  of  the  main  settling  tanks,  and 
(2)  whether  heated  digestion  should  be  introduced  instead  of  the 
present  cold  digestion  tank. 

Further  meetings  between  the  consultants  will  be  required 
before  finalised  proposals  can  be  submitted  to  the  Council  and  the 
Company.  The  Company’s  consultant  has  also  agreed  that 
certain  works  will  be  required  at  the  factory  to  try  to  reduce  the 
pollution  load,  and  it  has  been  suggested  that  a mechanical  screen, 
balancing  tank,  and  flow  recorder  should  be  fitted. 

Very  comprehensive  samples  of  slaughter-house  effluent 
were  also  taken  during  a whole  week,  and  daily  composite  samples 
were  sent  for  analysis.  These  analyses,  and  all  other  relevant 
information,  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Council’s  consultant. 

Cleansing. — Household  and  trade  refuse  is  collected  twice 
weekly  and,  during  the  summer  months,  special  collections  of 
garden  refuse  take  place  every  month.  Collection  is  by  means  of 
a cleansing  motor  vehicle  of  ten  cubic  yard  capacity.  Disposal  is 
by  controlled  tipping  on  a low-lying  marshy  site  about  a mile 
outside  the  burgh  boundary.  The  tip  is  kept  in  good  order  and 
has  not  given  cause  for  any  complaints. 

Slaughter-house. — The  slaughter-house,  which  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Town  Council,  was  inspected  regularly  and  was 
always  found  to  be  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 
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An  extension  was  built  to  the  cooling  hall  of  the  sheep  export 
slaughter-house  and  has  provided  much  better  hanging  accom- 
modation. 

Two  new  electric  hoists  were  fitted  in  the  local  slaughter- 
house to  replace  old  hand  operated  hoists,  and  a large  electric 
extractor  fan  was  fitted  in  the  cooling  hall  of  the  new  slaughter- 
house. 

A “Parkwood”  mechanical  screen  was  fitted  to  the  main 
drain,  to  prevent  offal,  wool,  etc.,  from  entering  the  sewer,  and 
this  machine  has  proved  to  be  an  unqualified  success. 

The  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered  and  of  condemnations 
are  given  in  the  report  of  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Nuisances. — -Twelve  nuisances  were  investigated,  and  reme- 
died on  verbal  instructions  to  the  authors. 

Factories. — There  are  34  factories  in  the  burgh,  32  mechanical 
and  2 non-meclianical.  Four  minor  complaints  were  rectified  on 
verbal  notification,  and  one  complaint,  for  which  plans  have 
been  prepared,  still  requires  attention. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  is  only  one  offensive  trade  within 
the  burgh,  that  of  tripe-cleaning,  which  is  carried  out  on  a very 
limited  scale  in  the  slaughter-house  under  the  strict  supervision 
of  the  Superintendent. 

Schools. — The  building  of  a new  school  at  Lockerbie  has  been 
planned  to  be  executed  in  several  stages.  The  first  stage,  the 
provision  of  three  new  infant  classrooms,  with  modem  toilet 
facilities,  cloakrooms,  etc.,  was  completed  during  the  year. 

Burial  Grounds. — No  interments  took  place  during  the  year 
at  tlie  old  cemetery  within  the  burgh.  All  interments  were  carried 
out  at  Dryfesdale  Cemetery,  which  is  adjacent  to  the  burgh  and 
is  administered  by  the  County  Council. 

Housing. — There  are  98  applicants  on  the  waiting  lists  for 
Council  houses  and  twenty  houses  were  completed  during  the 
year.  The  Council  has  applied  for  planning  permission  for  a 
further  scheme  of  approximately  3.75  acres. 

Eight  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise,  and 
three  older  houses  were  modernised  with  the  assistance  of  improve- 
ment grants.  The  closing  order  was  withdrawal  from  one  house 
which  had  been  repaired  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council,  and  two 
certificates  of  disrepair  w ere  issued.  Six  houses,  which  had  been 
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re-let  under  licence,  were  closed  during  the  year.  Of  twenty- 
five  houses  which  were  re-let  under  licence,  only  three  remained 
occupied,  each  by  a single,  elderly  person  who  does  not  wish  to  be 
considered  for  a new  house. 


BURGH  OF  MOFFAT. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  24  (13 
males,  11  females),  of  which  2 were  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  18  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  37  (16  males, 
21  females).  The  principal  causes  of  death  were  : Heart  disease, 
10  ; Apoplexy,  8 ; Cancer,  8. 

Infectious  Disease. — Two  notifications  only  of  infectious 
disease  were  received  during  the  year.  In  each  case  the  patient 
suffered  from  respiratory  tuberculosis. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr  M.  Heron,  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Burgh  of 
IMoffat.  : — 

Water  Supply. — The  supply  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
iserved  several  properties  outside  the  burgh,  including  part  of  the 
iBeattock  area.  From  25th  January,  however,  that  part  of  the 
:Beattock  area  and  the  majority  of  those  other  properties  which 
reasonably  could  be,  have  been  supplied  from  Dumfries  County 
Council’s  new  supply. 

The  source  of  supply  was  regularly  inspected.  Samples  were 
■taken  quarterly  and  the  water  found  to  be  fit  for  domestic  use  in 
■all  cases.  There  was  an  ample  supply  of  water  at  all  times. 

Drainage. — The  drainage  and  sewerage  systems  continued  to 
work  satisfactorily  and  gave  no  cause  for  complaint. 

Sewage  Disposal. — The  sewage  works  comprise  sedimentation 
•tanks,  percolating  filters  and  humus  tanks.  These  continued  to 
work  satisfactorily  and  no  complaints  were  received  regarding 
Ithem. 

Additional  sludge-drying  beds  were  constructed  during  the 
■year  and  the  drainage  from  these  is  being  improved. 
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Scavenging. — Refuse  was  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping 
at  a site  approximately  one  half-mile  outside  the  burgh  boundary. 
While  no  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  tip,  unauthori- 
sed dumping  caused  some  difficulty  and  steps  to  control  this  will 
require  to  be  taken. 

Waste  paper  was  collected  for  salvage,  one  day  in  each 
week  being  allocated  to  this. 

Nuisances. — Several  complaints  were  investigated  during  the 
year.  All  of  these  were  remedied  without  recourse  to  statutory 
procedure. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  are  no  offensive  trades  carried  on 
within  the  Burgh. 

Schools. — There  is  one  public  school  within  the  Burgh.  The 
sanitary  accommodation  is  adequate  and  was  maintained  in 
good  order  at  all  times. 

Factories. — There  are  16  factories  within  the  burgh,  15  j 
mechanical  and  one  non-mechanical.  Routine  visits  were  paid. 
No  complaints  arose  during  the  year. 

Burial  Grounds. — The  burial  ground  within  the  burgh  is 
closed  for  interments  except  in  special  circumstances.  No  inter- 
ments took  place  during  the  year.  The  grounds  were  kept  tidy 
and  no  complaints  were  received. 

Housing. — One  house  was  reconstructed  and  an  improve- 
ment grant  in  terms  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Acts,  1949-1952 
made  in  respect  of  it. 

A closing  order  was  made  in  respect  of  one  house  during  the 
year. 

No  Council  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  or  were 
in  course  of  erection. 

Details  of  the  houses  owned  or  factored  by  the  Town  Council 
at  31st  December,  1957,  are  as  follows  : — 


Pre-war  Houses 


...  81 


Post-war  Houses  : — 

A icon  Temporary  Houses  ... 
Cruden  Houses 
Traditional  Houses  ... 


15 

10 

70 


95 


Total 


...  176 


80 


BURGH  OF  SANQUHAR. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  number  of  births,  corrected  for  transfers,  was  46  (24 
males,  22  females),  of  which  one  was  illegitimate. 

During  the  year  11  marriages  were  registered. 

Deaths,  corrected  for  residence,  numbered  40  (14  males, 
26  females).  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  ; Heart  disease,  15  ; 
Apoplexy,  11  ; Cancer,  6. 

Infectious  Disease. — Fifty-five  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  were  received  : Scarlet  Fever,  21  ; Whooping  Cough,  8 ; 
Dysentery,  17  ; Erysipelas,  1 ; Pneumonia,  7 ; and  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  1. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Burgh. 

The  following  report  has  been  prepared  from  information 
supplied  by  Mr  Kenneth  Phillips,  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the 
Burgh  of  Sanquhar  : — 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  for  the  burgh  is  brought, 
by  the  Glendyne  and  Mossend  intake  pipes  into  the  Clenries 
Reservoir  which  holds  approximate^  250,000  gallons  when  full. 
The  water  is  treated  by  three  slow  sand  filters  and  stored  and 
chlorinated  in  two  tanks,  together  holding  135,000  gallons.  The 
filters  are  overloaded  and  require  frequent  attention. 

Regular  analyses  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  showed 
the  water  to  be  suitable  for  domestic  use. 

Drainage. — The  drainage  system  worked  satisfactorily. 

Sewage  Purification. — Attempts  were  made  to  ease  the  load 
on  the  sewage  purification  works  but  these  are  inadequate  to 
deal  with  the  quantity  and  quality  of  sewage  from  domestic 
sources  and  from  the  creamery. 

Cleansing. — Arrangements  for  cleansing  are  as  described  in 
previous  reports. 

Burial  Grounds. — During  the  year  42  interments  took  place. 

Schools. — Health  conditions  at  Sanquhar  Academy  give  no 
cause  for  complaint  although  there  is  a shortage  of  accommodation. 


Nuisances. — The  only  serious  nuisance  was  smoke  pollution  j 
from  the  Forge  and  the  Creamery.  Stoking  arrangements  at  the  j 
Forge  were  modified  and  the  construction  of  new  boilers  was  j 
begun  at  the  Creamery. 

Factories. — There  are  14  mechanical  and  9 non-mechanical  j 
factories.  Notices  were  issued  in  the  case  of  two  factories. 

Housing. — There  are  317  Town  Council  houses.  140  houses 
erected  by  the  Scottish  Special  Housing  Association,  and  289 
privately  owned  houses  in  the  burgh.  No  new  houses  were  built 
during  the  year. 


